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Introduction to the Book

1. Written by Paul and Timothy, bond-servants of Christ Jesus (Phil. 1:1a).
[Madhog kot TipdBeog dothor Xprotol 'Incod.
2. Addressed to all the saints at Philippi, together with overseers and deacons (Phil. 1:1b).
Tdo1v Toig dyloig v Xpioté Tnool Toic ovaty év BINmolg ouv EmokSToIC Kot Slakdvorg.
3. Written during an imprisonment (Phil. 1:7,13,14,17; 2:17; 4:14), traditionally from Rome, alternatively from

Caesarea, but much more likely from Ephesus.

a. The dating of the epistle is dependent upon which imprisonment is understood for its origin.

b. Praetorium (Phil. 1:13) and Caesar’s household (Phil. 4:22) are frequently cited to prove place of writing.
4. History and Background of Philippi (Lexham Bible Dictionary).
5. Maps of Paul’s 2" and 3™ Missionary Journeys (Acts 16-20).

= e Amphipoli

Thessalonica o Philippi Thessalonics '.": “ephilippi e

©Berea \ Berea .,\ Apolloni\
‘\ " ®Ticas Angoon V'eTroas
A AT S “ Assos ®
< o ' Mitylene . ePergamum
\ Antioch A i
Corinth. ¢ Athens ‘e Iconium Corinth .lﬂ\nns A i il Iconium
°3 Ephesus b .\\J Ephesus p= :
ON __—e ° Derbe Miletus "o ® aodicea Derbe
7T { 3 o Tarsus > arey
Perga Lystra e ) \ Perga Lystra i il
o Antioch \»/’\Pgﬂ"‘ eAntioch
%) *
e — wmhh CYPRUS
P M. Salamis aph:s Salamis
aphos
\\\ : Damascus
3 .

Paul’s Second \ ¥ Dammscis Paul’s Third L 4N

P She Ptolemais o
Missionary Journey : Missionary Journey Cacsaren's

Jorunlev.n Maritima 4 Jerusalem

6. Philippians travelogue (Phil. 2:19-24,25-30). The past travels of Epaphroditus, the immediate travels of Timothy,
subsequent travels of Epaphroditus, and ultimately intended travels of Paul.

7. Philippians grace giving (Phil. 4:15-19; 2" Cor. 11:9; 8:1-5; Rom. 15:26-28). When they could, when they could not,
when they could once again, and when they did beyond their ability.

8. Inferences from Philippians as to Paul’s sole visit to Philippi (Phil. 1:26,30; 2:12,22; 4:15,16).

9. Conclusion: Written from Ephesus during Paul’s 3 year stay before 2" Corinthians & Romans. Tentative order:
a. Pre-Ephesian ministry: Galatians, 1* & 2" Thessalonians
b. Ephesian ministry: Philippians, 1* Corinthians, Philemon, Colossians, Ephesians.
c. Post—Ephesian ministry: 2" Corinthians, Romans.
d. Post-Acts 28 ministry: 1* Timothy, Titus, ond Timothy.

10. The dominant theme of Philippians is REJOICE! Paul has no trouble repeating it over and over and over again.
yaipw chaird #*,, and yapd chara #75, appear 14x in this book (Phi. 1:4,18,,25; 2:2,17,18,28,29; 3:1; 4:1,4,,10).

11. Another dominant theme is THINK! ¢povéw phroned **% (Phil. 1:7; 2:2,,5; 3:15¢,19; 4:2,10x2).
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Chapter One

Philippians opens with a standard yet significant salutation, avoiding Paul’s own apostolic oftice yet spotlighting the overseer
and deacon offices of every local church (Phil. 1:1-2). The three remaining sections of chapter one can be titled with marvelous
memory verses. The Thanksgiving and Prayer section (Phil. 1:3-11) centers on “He who began a good work in you will perfect
it until the day of Christ Jesus.” The Occasion for Writing section (Phil. 1:12-18) centers on “My circumstances have turned out
for the greater progress of the gospel.” The chapter concludes with application both for Paul himself and for the Philippians:
“To live is Christ and to die is gain” (Phil. 1:19-30).

Salutations to Saints, Overseers, Deacons

1. Philippians is one of six Pauline Epistles co-authored by Timothy (2" Cor. 1:1; Phil. 1:1; Col. 1:1; 1% Thess. 1:1;
2" Thess. 1:1; Philem. 1).
a. Of the seven Pauline Epistles Timothy did not co-author, he is connected to six of them.
1) He is the personal recipient for two of them (1% & 2™ Tim.).
2) He is a childhood recipient of another (Gal. as per Acts 16:1-3).
3) He is mentioned in two others: Paul’s fellow-worker (Rom. 16:21; 1 Cor. 16:10), and Paul’s beloved and faithful
child in the Lord (1% Cor. 4:17).
4) Ephesians has no explicit references to Timothy, but he pastored in Ephesus for a time (1 Tim. 1:3; 3:14,15) and
undoubtedly preached from this Epistle.
5) Only in Titus is there no reference to Timothy.
b. Silvanus was an additional co-author for two of Paul & Timothy’s six epistles (1% Thess. 1:1; 2™ Thess. 1:1), and possibly
Peter’s amanuensis once (1% Pet. 5:12).
c. Sosthenes is the only other co-author of a Pauline Epistle (1% Cor. 1:1).
d. Paul wrote solo in 6 of his 13 epistles (Rom., Gal., Eph., 1% & 2" Tim., Tit.).

2. Paul cites his slave mindset in 3 out of 13 salutations (Rom., Phil., & Tit. 1:1), and his apostolic gift and ministry in 9 out of

13 salutations (Rom., 1t Cor., 2™ Cor., Gal., Eph., Col., 1% Tim., 2" Tim., Tit. all 1:1).

a.  SoUloc doulos #1401 5.: slave, bond-servant. Lengthy entry in TLNT. Longer entry in LBD.

b. Jesus’ teaching often included slaves (SoUhog 72x in the Gospels, incl. Lk. 7:1-10; 12:35-48; 14:16-24; 17:7-10; 19:11-27;
20:9-18; Jn. 8:34-36; 15:12-17).

c. Paul’s epistles frequently referenced slaves (Rom. 6:15-23; 1% Cor. 7:21-23; Gal. 3:28; 4:1-7; Eph. 6:5-9; Col. 3:22-4:1;
1%t Tim. 6:1-2; Tit. 2:9-10; Philem.).

3. Alocal church is a subset of the universal Church which is fixed to a particular locality and is administered through the
offices of overseer and deacon (Phil. 1:1; 15 Tim. 3:1-13).

a. Every born-again believer in any dispensation is a saint (Mt. 27:52; Rev. 8:3,4). Members of the Church are saints,
sanctified in Christ Jesus, saints by calling (Rom. 1:7; 1t Cor. 1:2). &y1iog hagios x5 holy, saint, fr. &y14Cw hagiazod
#3728X: sanctify, make holy.

b. Overseers & deacons are the offices every local church is vested with (1% Tim. 3).

1) An office is not a spiritual gift. Pastor-teacher is a spiritual gift but the office is Overseer.

2) An office is not a maturity status. Elder is a maturity status but the office is Overseer.

3) Gifts, maturity status, and offices are frequently blurred but must be brought into clear focus for appropriate
applications.

4) The offices of overseer and deacon are specific ministry fields for a variety of gifted believers to achieve a variety of
the Father’s effects (cf. 1%t Cor. 12:4-6).

c. The office of Overseer is the émiokoi| episkope #'**, (Acts 1:20; 1% Tim. 3:1) of the émiokoTog episkopos %%,
(Acts 20:28; Phil. 1:1; 1% Tim. 3:2; Tit. 1:7). Note: no spiritual gift is stipulated (1% Tim. 3:2) and the maturity status of
elder is not mandated (1% Tim. 3:6).

d. The office of Deacon is the Siakovia diakonia #12*3, of the Sidkovoc diakonos #2#5, (Phil. 1:1; 1% Tim. 3:8,12). Note:
this office allows for women (Rom. 16:1; 1% Tim. 3:11) and even a new convert could potentially serve once they are
tested for approval (1% Tim. 3:10).

e. Y&pig charis #*%5, and eipfjvn eiréné #°'%;, grace and peace are common opening benedictions (Rom. 1:7; 1% Cor. 1:3;
2" Cor. 1:2; Gal. 1:3; Eph. 1:2; Phil. 1:2; Col. 1:2; 1%t Thess. 1:1; 2" Thess. 1:2; 1% Tim. 1:2; 2" Tim. 1:2; Tit. 1:4;

Philem. 3; 1% Pet. 1:2; 2" Pet. 1:2; 2" Jn. 3; Rev. 1:4), while grace alone is the most common closing benediction
(Rom. 16:20; 1% Cor. 16:23; 2™ Cor. 13:14; Gal. 6:18; Phil. 4:23; 1%t Thess. 5:8; 2" Thess. 3:18; Rev. 22:21).
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1) The grace of God is what saves us (Rom. 3:24; Eph. 2:5,8), sustains us (Rom. 5:2; 1% Cor. 15:10; 2" Cor. 9:8; 12:9),
and ultimately brings us into His glory (Eph. 2:7; 1% Pet. 1:13; 5:10). Grace rejects any works or merit
(Rom. 4:4,16; 11:6).

2) The finished work of Christ gives us peace with God (Rom. 5:1) and with one another (Rom. 14:19; Col. 3:15) and
powerfully sustains us in every circumstance and detail of life (Phil. 4:7; 2nd Thess. 3:16). God’s peace is contrary to
this fallen world’s empty counterfeit form (In. 14:27).

He Who Began A Good Work Will Perfect It

1. Following the salutation, Paul typically offers thanksgiving on behalf of the recipients of his epistles (Rom. 1:8; 1% Cor. 1:4-8;
Eph. 1:15,16; Phil. 1:3-5; Col. 1:3-8; 1% Thess. 1:2-4; 2:13; 3:9,10; Philem. 4,5; 2" Tim. 1:3,4), and frequently follows that
thanksgiving with intercessions for their ongoing ministry (Rom. 1:9-12; Eph. 1:17-21; Phil. 1:6,9-11; Col. 1:9-12;

1% Thess. 3:11-13; Philem. 6).

2. Thanksgiving and remembrance are primary prayer practices (preceding particular petitions).

a. eUyaplotém eucharisted #2108 evuyaptotia eucharistia #2169, & euydpiotog eucharistos #2170, NT terms for grace-
minded gratitude (thankfulness). These terms are most often employed in a prayer context. Combined term search.

b. prpvijokopar mimnéskomai #*%,;,, pveia mneia #*'7;, & pvnpovedw mnémoneud #*5;, are among the NT terms for
volitional past-present-future mindfulness. These are very often employed in a prayer context. Combined term search.

3. The NT view of remembering is grounded in the OT view of remembering, especially in the applications where the
omniscient God chooses to remember (Gen. 9:15; Lev. 26:42; Ps. 105:8) or chooses to never remember again (Jer. 31:34).
921 zakar #'*,35, family of words is a great OT word study and leads to Zacharias in the Gospel of Luke (Lk. 1:67,72).

4. More will be developed in chapter four (Phil. 4:6) related to prayer, but here it is seen that prayers are joyful “things”
generated by our “doing” (Phil. 1:4).

5. The joy component of Paul’s prayers were “in view of” or based upon (¢ri Ti) epi t&) the Philippians’ fellowship
participation (kotvwvia koindnia #*?5,) in the gospel from day one (Phil. 1:5 cf. 2™ Cor. 1:11).

a. 17 xoivwvia verses. 35 KOLV@WV- verses.
b.  What was their first day of gospel fellowship participation? Day-one is clearly special to Paul.
1) In the matter of giving and receiving, it was when they sent a gift to Thessalonica (Phil. 4:14-16). “Until now” is
then understood as the occasion of their revived concern and opportunity to send Epaphroditus (Phil. 4:10).
2) In the matter of hands-on service, it was when Euodia, Synteche and Clement shared Paul’s gospel struggle
(Phil. 4:2,3). Specifically, when was this? With the jailor’s household? With other prisoners? With the demoniac
girl? All of the above? (Acts 16:16-34)
3) In the matter of hospitality, it was when Lydia opened her home to Paul’s traveling team (Acts 16:14,15).
4) In the matter of prayer worship, it was the first sabbath down by the riverside (Acts 16:13).
5) In the matter of uncertainty & need, it was their separate yet parallel pursuits of the will of God (Acts 16:6-10).

6. Confident persuasion is a great blessing from the Lord (Phil. 1:6). meifw peithd #**s,, in the active and passive and

&me1Béw apeithed #4100

14« in the active should be studied in their close connection to mioTeUw pisteud "y y.
See Lk. 16:29-31; Jn. 3:36; Acts 14:1,2,19; 17:2-4; 18:4; 19:8,9; 26:28; 28:23,24; Rom. 2:8; 8:38; 14:14; 15:14; 2" Cor, 5:11;
Gal. 5:7,10; Phil. 1:6,14; 2:24; 3:3,4; 2" Tim. 1:5,12; Heb. 6:9; 13:17,18; 1 Jn. 3:19.
7. A beginning is not a perfection (Phil. 1:6; Gal. 3:3). émiteMéw epiteled **® 1o perfect, finish, complete.
a.  Fr. Téhoc telos #%.: end (Mt. 24:6,13,14; Jn. 13:1; Rom. 10:4; 1% Cor. 15:24; Phil. 3:19; Heb. 3:14; 6:11; 1t Pet. 4:7;
Rev. 21:6; 22:13).
b. With cognate adjective téherog teleios #5046 ot perfect, mature, complete (Mt. 5:48; Rom. 12:2; 1% Cor. 13:10; Eph. 4:13;
Phil. 3:15; Col. 1:28; Heb. 5:14; Jas. 1:4; 1 n. 4:18); and
c.  Verbs teMéw teled #%%,, (In. 19:30; 2™ Cor. 12:9; 2™ Tim. 4:7) & teleidw teleiod #0455, (In. 4:34; 5:36; 17:4,23;
Acts 20:24; Phil. 3:12; Heb. 2:10; 5:9; 7:19,28; 9:9; 10:1,14; 11:40; 12:23; 1%t Jn. 2:5; 4:12,17,18).
d. That’s only 5 out of 23 NT terms from the telos root (Logos Word Study).
8. The Day of Christ Jesus is not a pure synonym for the Day of the Lord.
a. The OT Prophets contained repeated references to Yom YHWH, the Day of the Lord (Isa. 2:12; 13:6,9; 34:8;
Jer. 46:10; Ezek. 13:5; 30:3; Joel 1:15; 2:1,11,31; 3:14; Am. 5:18,20; Ob. 15; Zeph. 1:7,8,14,18; 2:2,3; Zech. 14:1; Mal. 4:5).
The NT Epistles also referenced this day as something the Church doesn’t have to look for (1 Thess. 5:2; 2" Thess. 2:2;
2" Pet. 3:10,13).
b. The NT Epistles reference another day, the Day of Christ, with the positive anticipation of being face to face with Jesus
Christ with no condemnation (1% Cor. 1:8; 5:5; 2" Cor. 1:14; Phil. 1:6,10; 2:16).
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9. Paul’s thinking is righteous thinking grounded in grace so his feelings reflect the affection of Christ (Phil. 1:7-8).

a. Verse 7 begins with a kaBag kathds #°*' “just as.” This links Paul’s righteous thinking to either his persuasion (v.6) or
his thanksgiving (v.3), or possibly even the Philippians’ fellowship-participation (v.5).

b. Among our greatest temporal blessings in Christ are righteous thinking (Phil. 1:7), righteous judgment (Jn. 7:24), and
sound judgment (Rom. 12:3). This is the first of ten phroned usages in Philippians. ¢ppovéw phroned 2%, (Phil. 1:7;
2:242,5; 3:1542,19; 4:2,10y2).

c.  Paul holds the Philippians in his heart (kapSia kardia #°%54,) as fellow fellowship-participators (cuykotvwvog
sunkoindnos #7',) in grace (xaprg charis #*;5,,). Placing the word of God, fellow believers, and ministry experiences
within the core of our being is an act of humility and blessing (Ps. 119:11; Lk. 1:66; 2:19,51; Col. 3:16; Jas. 1:21).

d. Because of Paul’s righteous thinking, he developed an affectionate longing for the Philippian saints (Phil. 1:8).

1) Having placed the Philippians in his heart (Phil. 1:7), Paul calls God to bear witness (Phil. 1:8) as the only One who
searches the heart (1% Sam. 16:7; Ps. 139:23; Prov. 17:3; Jer. 17:9,10). God testifies not only to the reality of Paul’s
affectionate longing, but to the manner of Paul’s affectionate longing.

2) émmobéw epipothed #17o,: long for, yearn, desire (LXX Ps. 42:1; 84:2; 119:20,131,174; Rom. 1:11; 2" Cor. 5:2; 9:14;
Phil. 1:8,2:26; 1% Thess. 3:6; 2™ Tim. 1:4; Jas. 4:5; 1! Pet. 2:2).

3) omAGyyvov splanchnon %, affection (2" Cor. 6:12; 7:15; Phil. 1:8; 2:1), heart (Col. 3:12; Phm. 7,12,20;
1%tJn. 3:17), tender mercy (LK. 1:78), intestines (Acts 1:18). Fr. omhayyviCopou splanchnizomai %7, feel
compassion (Mt. 9:36; 14:14% 15:32°; 18:27; 20:34; Mk. 6:34%; 8:2%; 9:22; Lk. 7:13; 10:33; 15:20).

10. Paul followed his thanksgiving offering with an intercession for the Philippians’ ongoing ministry (Phil. 1:9-11).

a. The principal prayer petition is for agape love to abound more and more (Phil. 1:9a; 2" Cor. 8:7,8; 1% Thess. 3:12;
4:9,10; 2" Thess. 1:3). mepiooeim perisseud * 500 abound, have abundance.

b. Agape abounds via full-knowledge and discernment (Phil. 1:9b).

1)  émiyvooigepigndsis ¥ knowledge. Not the yvéoig gndsis #'% 0, knowledge which pufts up (1% Cor. 8:1).
Verse list for émiyvwoig and yvédoig.

2) aioBnoig aisthésis *'**1,: perception. See also aioBntiipiov aisthétérion
senses (Heb. 5:14).

c.  The appraisal of abounding agape allows us to demonstrate the differences (Phil. 1:10a).

1) Sokipdlw dokimazd #1381t approve, examine, test (Rom. 2:18; 12:2; 14:22; 1% Cor. 3:13; 11:28; 16:3; 2" Cor. 8:8,22;
13:5; Gal. 6:4; Eph. 5:10; Phil. 1:10; 1% Thess. 2:4,,; 5:21; 1% Tim. 3:10; 1 Pet. 1:7; 15 Jn. 4:1).

2) Sagpepw diapherd #3%: 1o differ (Gal. 2:6; 4:1; 1% Cor. 15:41), to be superior (Mt. 6:26; 10:31; 12:12; Rom. 2:18;

Phil. 1:10).

d. Demonstration/approval of the excellent things keeps us sincere and blameless (Phil. 1:10b).

1) eihikprviig eilikrings #°%,: sincere (Phil. 1:10; 2™ Pet. 3:1). Fr. eihikpivera eilikrineia #°*5: sincerity (1% Cor. 5:8;

2" Cor. 1:12,17).

2) &mpdokotog aproskopos 775y blameless (Acts 24:16; Phil. 1:10).

e. Necessary for and prior to all the above processes is the loving discipline of God, producing and filling us with the fruit
of righteousness (Phil. 1:11a cf. Heb. 12:11. Also Eph. 5:9 & Jas. 3:18). Note: the perfect passive participle “having
been” precedes the present active subjunctive “you may be.” See also Matt. 16:19.

f.  “Through Jesus Christ to the glory and praise of God” is the operational expression for everything we do in the Body of
Christ (Phil. 1:11b & 2:11b cf. 1% Cor. 8:6; Rom. 11:36; Jude 25).

#2588

#195, « faculty of the mind for perceiving,

The Greater Progress of the Gospel

1. Paul’s “occasion for writing” is a personal testimony to Romans 8:28: all things work together for good. His circumstances
have turned out for the greater progress of the gospel (Phil. 1:12).
a. Paul’s circumstances are “the things with respect to him” ta xar” épe ta kat” eme (Phil. 1:12; Eph. 6:21; Col. 4:7).
b. God is the true designer of the progressive movement! Tpoxot prokopé **7s.: progress (Phil. 1:12,25; 1% Tim. 4:15).
c. The rather/more adverb conveys a surprising opposite outcome to what human viewpoint might expect (cf. Gen. 50:20;
Est. 9:1; 1% Thess. 2:2).
2. Progress in the gospel is what caused Paul’s imprisonment to become well known (Phil. 1:13). Not the other way around!

It was not Paul’s well-known imprisonment which caused progress in the gospel.
#1199) #1096) #5318)

a.  Paul’s (Seopdg desmos chains (yivopot ginomai became (pavepSg phaneros manifestly (év Xp1oté en

Christo) in Christ.
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b. When God causes something to appear, that apparent thing leaves us without excuse. Combined survey for gaivew
phaind #°'°, pavepdg phaneros #7'*, & pavepow phanerod #°' (Mt. 1:20; 2:7,13,19; 6:5,16,18; Jn. 1:31; 2:11; 3:21; 7:4;
9:3; 17:6; 21:1,14; Acts 4:16; 7:13; Rom. 1:19; 3:21; 7:13; 16:26; 1 Cor. 3:13; 4:5; 11:19; 14:25; 2" Cor. 2:14; 3:3; 4:10,11;
5:10,11; Gal. 5:19; Eph. 5:13; Phil. 1:13; 2:15; Col. 1:26; 3:4).

c.  The Praetorian Guard (Phil. 1:13) can reference any imperial guard such as Jerusalem (Mt. 27:27; Mk. 15:16;
Jn. 18:28,33; 19:9), Caesarea (Acts 23:35), Ephesus, Rome. It cannot conclusively prove any geographic location.

3. Paul’s progress in the gospel and well-known imprisonment produced goads to action among two widely divergent groups
of believers (Phil. 1:14-17).

a.  For most of the brethren, Paul’s chains manifestly in Christ (Phil. 1:13) were persuasively emboldening by Christ
(Phil. 1:14).
1)  Allowing Christ to persuade (meiBw peithd allows Christ to embolden (toApd tolmad
2) This daring is nearly audacity and depending on context crosses the line into something carnal (Mt. 22:46 ||
Mk. 12:34; Lk. 20:40; Mk. 15:43; Jn. 21:12; Acts 5:13; 7:32; Rom. 5:7; 15:18; 1% Cor. 6:21; 2" Cor. 10:2,12; 11:21;
Phil. 1:14; Jude 9).
3) The greatest illustration of this concept comes from Moses (Ex. 3:11; 4:1,10; 6:12).
b. Daring to speak without fear (Phil. 1:14) because of good will (pleasure) (Phil. 1:15 cf. 2:13; Gal. 1:15; Eph. 1:5,9;
1% Thess. 2:8; Heb. 10:6,8,38) out of love knowing God’s appointments (Phil. 1:16 cf. Lk. 2:34; 1% Thess. 3:3) from pure
motives (Phil. 1:17 cf. 4:8; Jas. 3:17; 1%t Jn. 3:3).
c.  Others preached Christ because of envy and strife (Phil. 1:15; 2:3; 1% Cor. 3:3; Jas. 3:14-16) out of selfish ambition
thinking to cause Paul distress (Phil. 1:17 cf. Gal. 1:7).

4. What then? Paul wanted the Philippians to know about his circumstances (Phil. 1:12-13) and the consequential responses
by the brethren in his proximity (Phil. 1:14-17). Why? Only that (Phil. 1:18). Such a question is a fundamental principle of
expository preaching. Paul employed the same question in Rom. 3:3.

a.  Why do I need to know this? Why do I care? What does God think about it?
b. How does this Truth shape my attitude, guide my thinking, choose my words or drive my actions?

5. Either way, Christ is proclaimed. That’s something to rejoice in (Phil. 1:18a). eite tpogpdoet eite dAnBeiq. Instrumental
datives indicating motive and means.

a. By pretense. Datsing.fem. mpSpaotg prophasis #*%: prefense (Mt. 23:14 || Mk. 12:40 || Lk. 20:47; Jn. 15:22; Acts 27:30;
Phil. 1:18; 1% Thess. 2:5). Fr. the same gaivew phaind root as was studied in 2.b. above.

b. By truth. Datsing.fem. &\iBeia aletheia #2140, trurh (as an instrument: Mt. 22:16; Jn. 4:23,24; 1 Cor. 13:6;
2" Cor. 7:14; Eph. 5:9; 1 Tim. 2:7; 2" Pet. 1:12; 1% Jn. 3:18; 2" Jn. 1,3,4; 3" Jn. 1,3,4,8).

6. The proclamation of Christ is cause for rejoicing (Phil. 1:18). Perhaps a cause for war (casus belli) serves as a model for a
cause for joy (casus gaudii). Note: the Wikipedia article on Casus belli references mpSpaoig!

Remember: The dominant theme of Philippians is REJOICE! Paul has no trouble repeating it over and over and over

again. yaipw chaird #5403 and xapa chara #5479 appear 14x in this book (Phi. 1:4,18,,25; 2:2,17,18,28,29; 3:1; 4:1,45,10).

#3892) #5111)‘

To Live is Christ and ro Die is Gain

1. Paul’s present rejoicing (Phil. 1:18a) assures him of a future rejoicing (Phil. 1:18b-20).
a. Paul anticipates a salvation cwtnpia sotéria #***' 5, (Phil. 1:19) not contingent with his life or death (Phil. 1:20).
b. Paul knows that the Philippians’ corporate prayer support will sustain him. This prayer support becomes the logistical
supply through the Spirit of Jesus Christ (Eph. 4:16; Col. 2:19).
c. Paul’s expectation and hope for this salvation is to not be put to shame in anything (Phil. 1:20). aioyUvew aischund
#153; be ashamed, put to shame (Lk. 16:3; 2" Cor. 10:8; Phil. 1:20; 1 Pet. 4:16; 1%t Jn. 2:28).
1) Our earnest expectation. &tokapadokia apokaradokia #*%, (Rom. 8:19; Phil. 1:20).
2) Our hope. é\trig elpis #%s3.: hope (Rom. 5:2,4,5; 8:20,24; 12:12; 15:4,13; 1% Cor. 13:13; Col. 1:27; 1% Thess. 1:3;
4:13; 5:8). Note: the context for hope is a positional truth in Christ, and often manifest experientially through the
Body of Christ. Not only an emphasis for Paul, but also taught by Hebrews (Heb. 6:18; 10:23), Peter
(1% Pet. 1:3,21; 3:15) and John (1 Jn. 3:3).
d.  With all boldness exalt Christ always and especially now (Phil. 1:20).
1) Paul’s expectation and hope was to exalt Christ in his body (Phil. 1:20; Rom. 12:1; 1* Cor. 6:20).
2) An “always” way of life becomes tested in various “even now” moments of great testing (cf. 1 Thess. 5:16-18).
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2. Whether by life or by death eite 1 Cwfig eite S1x Bavdrou (Phil. 1:20). Pastor Thieme developed the doctrine of Mastery
of the Circumstances and Details of Life. A more comprehensive title would be Steadfast Divine Viewpoint Throughout
Every Circumstance and Detail of Life and Death.

a. Life Cwr 208 #2235, life fr. Tdw zad %40 to live. Combined Search + Graph.

b. Death 8avartog thanatos %% 10,: death fr. &moBvijokw apothneiskd 111 fo die. Combined Search + Graph.

3. Tolive is Christ and to die is gain (Phil. 1:21).

a. Pres.act.inf. Cdw zad defines the very idea of living as Christ Himself (cf. Jn. 1:4; 1% Cor. 1:30).

b. Aor.act.inf. &moBvijokw apothneiskd defines the very idea of dying as gain/profit. képdog kerdos #7715, (cf. Phil. 3:7).
The verb kepdaivw kerdaind #77;5, spans the semantic range from gaining (Mt. 16:26 || MKk. 8:36 || Lk. 9:25;

Mt. 25:16,17,20,22; Phil. 3:8) to profiting (Jas. 4:13) to winning (Mt. 18:15; 1% Pet. 3:1; 1% Cor. 9:19,20,21,22).

c.  Paul affirms this mindset as his personal perspective (éuot to me cf. vv.7,12), and frequently encourages his readers to
adopt the same attitudes (Phil. 3:15; Gal. 5:10; 1% Cor. 7:7,25,40).

4. Pauline contrasts of life and death are useful in the “beside the point” points they make.

Our life in Christ is Christ living in us (Gal. 2:19,20).

Physical death is not an obstacle to the Bride’s life with Christ (1% Thess. 5:10).

Living and dying is a win-win in Christ (Phil. 1:20,21).

Living in Christ means we are no longer living in the world and its elementary things (Col. 2:20; 3:3).

Living in Christ means we are no longer living for self, but for Him who died and rose again on our behalf

(2™ Cor. 5:14,15).

f.  The great theology of Romans highlights spiritual death in Adam and eternal life in Christ: positionally, experientially,
and ultimately (Rom. 5:10,17,21; 6:2,4,10,23; 8:2,8,13; 14:7,8,9).

5. Paul thinks his way through his conundrum as he describes it to the Philippian recipients (Phil. 1:22-26).

a. Continued physical life means the fruit of labor (Phil. 1:22). This is the powerful pressure (lust) on the opposite side of
going to be with the Lord!

b. Paul was squeezed from two directions, with a lust to depart and be with Christ (Phil. 1:23).

c. Putting his own desires aside, remaining in the flesh is more necessary for the Philippians’ sake (Phil. 1:24).

d. Persuaded of this necessity, Paul’s Philippian reunion will trigger their joyful progress (Phil. 1:25-26 cf. v.12).

6. Paul issues a powerful exhortation for the Philippians to apply until such time that he can be reunited with them
(Phil. 1:27-30).

a.  “Only” is a pretty big “only.” Much bigger than the Galatian “only” (Gal. 3:2).

b. Conduct yourselves = “live as citizens.” Pres.mid.imper. ohitevopat politeuomai *'7%.: conduct yourself, live your life
(Acts 23:1; Php. 1:27). Fr. wolitng polités *'74: citizen (Lk. 15:15; 19:14; Acts 21:39; Heb. 8:11). See also Toliteupa
politeuma *'7y,: citizenship (Phil. 3:20). See the BKC quote and also esp. Dg. 5:5.

c.  Worthily &Eicwg axids #165 suitably, worthily, in a manner worthy of (Rom. 16:2; Eph. 4:1; Phil. 1:27; Col. 1:10;

1% Thess. 2:12; 3" Jn. 6). Logos Bible Word Study Root Panel.

7. Standing firm (present active indicative) is contemporaneous with striving together (present active participle).

a. Stand firm: omikerte stekete pres.act.ind. otk stekd *7 o stand, stand firm (Rom. 14:4; 1% Cor. 16:13; Gal. 5:1;

Phil. 1:27; 4:1; 1% Thess. 3:8; 2" Thess. 2:15). This verb usage is unique in its modifiers of év €vi Tvedport, pid yuyi
“one spirit” and “one soul.”

b. Striving together: cuvaBlolvreg sunathlountes pres.act.ptc. cuvabAéw sunathled #5%,: (Phil. 1:27; 4:3). Compound fr.
&ONéw athled #''%,: competes (2 Tim. 2:5). See also &OAnotig athlésis #'"1.: conflict (Heb. 10:32). This “team sport” is i)
TioTel ToU evayyehiou the faith of the gospel.

8. Opponents, suffering, and conflict are not alarms but signs (Phil. 1:28-30).

a. “In even one single way alarmed” is the sign for two things. EvdeiEig endeixis *'7*%y: demonstration, sign, proof
(Rom. 3:25,26; 2" Cor. 8:24; Phil. 1:28). Also &médeiEig apodeixis %, (1 Cor. 2:4).

1) Destruction for the opponents. &mdAeta apdleia #*,: (Mt. 7:13; In. 17:12; Rom. 9:22; Phil. 1:28; 3:19;
2" Thess. 2:3; 1t Tim. 6:9; Heb. 10:29).
2) Salvation for the Philippians. cwtnpia sotéria #*'4s: (2™ Cor. 1:6; 7:10; Phil. 1:19,28; 2:12).

b. Our grace gift is not only to be saved but also to sufter on behalf of Christ (Phil. 1:29).

1)  Granted yapiCopat charizomai #*y: forgive, grant, give freely (Rom. 8:32; 1 Cor. 2:12; Gal. 3:18; Phil. 1:29; 2:9;
Philem. 22).

2) Believe mioTelw pisteud 1%y, and suffer mdoyw paschd ¥, (Mt. 16:21; Acts 1:3; 3:18; 9:16; 17:3;
15t Cor. 12:26; Gal. 3:4; Phil. 1:29; 1% Thess. 2:14; 2" Thess. 1:5; 2" Tim. 1:12; Heb. 2:18; 5:8; 9:26; 13:12 & 12x in
1% Peter).

® a0 o

#1732
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c.  The same conflict is the testing common to man (Phil. 1:30; 1% Cor. 10:13; 1% Pet. 4:12,13). &yv agdn 7 and
dywvilopat agdnizomai *7° are the vocabulary basis for Agonology (JIn. 18:36; 1 Cor. 9:25; Phil. 1:30; Col. 1:29; 2:1;
4:12; 1% Thess. 2:2; 13 Tim. 6:12; 2" Tim. 4:7; Heb. 12:1).

Chapter Two

Chapter two features three exhortations and some travel arrangements for Paul’s envoys. These exhortations are follow-ups to
the closing exhortation of chapter one. The first is Make My Joy Complete (Phil. 2:1-2). The conclusion to this leads right into
the second, Have This Attitude (Phil. 2:3-11). The third exhortation is Work out Your Salvation (Phil. 2:12-18). The travel
arrangements focus on Timothy and Epaphroditus (Phil. 2:19-30).

Make My Joy Complete

1. Suffering for Christ’s sake (Phil. 1:29) and experiencing the common conflict with Paul (Phil. 1:30) is the basis for the three
exhortations that start chapter two (therefore, 2:1; so then 2:12).
2. If...if...if. .. if (Phil. 2:1). All four ifs are 1** class conditional clauses, all assumed to be true.’
a.  First class. The “if” clause is assumed to be true for argument’s sake—ei + indicative ... any mood. NT examples include
Mt. 4:3,6; 12:27,28; Gal. 2:18; 5:18; Phil. 2:1,17; Col. 3:1. The stronger eimep is used in Rom. 8:9.
b.  Second class. The “if” clause is assumed as not true for argument’s sake—ei + past tense indicative ... &v + past tense
indicative. NT examples include Mt. 11:21; 23:30; 24:42; Lk. 7:39; Jn. 5:46; 15:19; 1* Cor. 2:8; Gal. 1:10; 3:21;
Heb. 4:8; 8:4,7; 1* Jn. 2:19.
c.  Third class. The “if” clause is uncertain as to fulfillment, but still likely—é&v + subjunctive ... any tense or mood. NT
examples include Mt. 4:9; 6:22,23; Jn. 8:31; 1 Cor. 13:1,2,3; 1* Jn. 1:8,9,10.
d.  Fourth class. The “if” clause is possible as to fulfillment, but remote—et + optative ... &v + optative. NT functional
equivalents® include Lk. 1:62; Acts 8:31; 17:18,27; 20:16.
3. Assuming these four things:
a. There is any (even the smallest amount) encouragement in Christ (rapdxAnoig év Xp1oté). mapakinotig paraklésis
HI874 comfort, exhortation, encouragement (2" Cor. 1:3,4,5,6,7; 7:4,7,13).
b. There is any (even the smallest amount) consolation of love (rapapifiov &dydmng). mapopiBiov paramuthion #%;:
consolation (Phil. 2:1). Cf. mapapuBio paramuthia #*;, (1% Cor. 14:3) & mapapubéopar paramutheomai #**
(In. 11:19,31; 1t Thess. 2:11; 5:14).
c. There is any (even the smallest amount) fellowship of the Spirit (kotvwvia Tveipotog). kotvewvia koindnia 42,
fellowship (Acts 2:42; 2" Cor. 6:14; Gal. 2:9; Phil. 1:5; 2:1; 3:10; Philem. 6; Heb. 13:16; 1 Jn. 1:3,,6,7).
d. There is any (even the smallest amount) affection and compassion (oTAdyyva kai oiktippoi). oTA&yyvov splanchnon
#0981 affection (LK. 1:78; Acts 1:18; 2" Cor. 6:12; 7:15; Phil. 1:8; 2:1; Col. 3:12; Philem. 7,12,20; 1% Jn. 3:17).
oikTippds oiktirmos #%s.: mercy, compassion (Rom. 12:1; 2 Cor. 1:3; Phil. 2:1; Col. 3:12; Heb. 10:28).
4. Make my joy complete (Phil. 2:2). TtA\npSw plerod *'¥ gy fulfill, fill, complete (rarely imperative (Mt. 23:32; Eph. 5:18;
Phil. 2:2)) together with &vamAnpdw anaplerod 7, mAjpwpa plerdma #1%%,, Apng pléres #1314, all form a tremendous
root study in the NT. Combined search.
a. Kittle develops these terms plus five more (TDNT, Volume 6, pp.283-311).
b. Also, an excellent article on Fulness in the WBE.
5. Paul outlines four steps for the Philippians to make his joy complete. These four are a paired chiasmus:
a. Being of the same mind (think the same thing). 10 atd ppoviite Pres.act.subj. ppovéw phroned #*2, (Phil. 1:7;
2:2x2,5; 3:15x2,19; 4:2,10x0).
b. Maintaining (having) the same love. v adtiiv &ydmnv Eovres.
c.  United in spirit (synch-souled or sympsychiatric). oUpyuyog sumpsuchos «. Nearby io6éyuyog isopsuchos
#2473, kindred spirit (Phil. 2:20). See also Phil. 1:27 standing firm in one spirit & one soul.
d. Intent on one purpose (the one thing thinking) 10 €v ppovolvreg Pres.act.ptc. ppovéw phroned #*y,.

# console

#48611

! Larkin, William J. Greek Is Great Gain: A Method for Exegesis and Exposition. Eugene, OR: Wipf & Stock, 2008, p.307. Also,
Wallace, Daniel B. Greek Grammar beyond the Basics: An Exegetical Syntax of the New Testament. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan,
1996. Pp.679-712.

2 Because of the increasing use of the subjunctive and decreasing use of the optative in Hellenistic Greek, it should come as no
surprise that there are no complete fourth class conditions in the NT. Wallace, Daniel B. Greek Grammar beyond the Basics.
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6. Although Paul does have other passages where plérod/pléroma language is employed together with joy (Rom. 15:13;
2" Cor. 7:4; 2" Tim. 1:4), the Apostle John makes a greater use of this tandem including several of our Lord’s usages not
recorded in the synoptic gospels (In. 3:29; 15:11; 16:24; 17:13; 1%t In. 1:4; 2" Jn. 12).

Have This Actitude

1. “Have this attitude” (Phil. 2:5) is the climax imperative following two present participles: “regarding” (Phil. 2:3) and
“looking out for” (Phil. 2:4).
2. “Regarding one another” is the climax participle following two negative thought processes. (Doing) Thinking nothing
from selfishness or empty conceit (Phil. 2:3).
a. Selfishness. épiBeia eritheia #%2,: selfish ambition, disputes (Phil. 1:17; 2:3; Rom. 2:8; 2" Cor. 12:20; Gal. 5:20;
Jas. 3:14,16).
b. Empty conceit. kevodoEia kenodoxia
(Gal. 5:26).
c.  But with humility of mind. tameivoppooivn tapeinophrosuné #012 . (Acts 20:19; Eph. 4:2; Phil. 2:3; Col. 2:18,23; 3:12;
1%t Pet. 5:5). See also Tamelvdg tapeinos ' (Matt. 11:29; Lk. 1:52; Rom. 12:16; 2™ Cor. 7:6; 10:1; Jas. 1:9; 4:6;
19 Pet. 5:5).
d. Regarding one another as superior.
1) Regarding fiyéopar hegeomai #*2,: consider, regard, count, esteem (2" Cor. 9:5; Phil. 2:3,6,25; 3:7,82; 1% Thess. 5:13;
2" Thess. 3:15; 18 Tim. 1:12; 6:1; Heb. 10:29; 11:11,26; Jas. 1:2; 2" Pet. 1:13; 2:13; 3:9,15).
2) Umepeyw huperecho #5242, superior, surpassing (Phil. 2:3; 3:8; 4:7).
3. (Look out) Thinking not for your own personal interests but thinking of the interests of others (Phil. 2:4).
a.  Scoping out pres.act.ptc. okoTéw skoped ***.: watch out, keep your eye on (Rom. 16:17; 2 Cor. 4:18; Gal. 6:1; Phil. 2:4;
3:17).
b. Not your own interests pf) T& autév mé ta heautdn, but the interests of others dAX T €époov alla ta heteron
(cf. Phil. 2:21; see also Rom. 12:10,13; 14:19-22; 15:1,2; 1 Cor. 10:24,29,32,33; Gal. 6:4).
4. (Have this attitude) Think this thing in yourself, which was also in Christ Jesus (Phil. 2:5).
a. Jesus is the example for us to follow (In. 13:15; 1% Pet. 2:21).
b. Jesus is the standard to which we strive (Eph. 4:13; Mt. 11:28-30).
5. The Kenosis Hymn (Phil. 2:6-11) may have been Paul’s own composition or something he adapted.
a. The NT urges believers to speak to one another in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs (Col. 3:16; Eph. 5:19).
b. Pliny the Younger wrote to Emperor Trajan that Christians were in the habit of singing hymns to Christ as to a god
(Ep., 10.96).
c. “He who” is a common opening line to such hymns (Col. 1:15-20; 1% Tim. 3:16). Apocryphal examples can also be
identified (Sir. 46:1; 48:1; 49:8; 50:1).
6. The Kenosis Hymn provides a creedal affirmation of the Hypostatic Union of Jesus Christ.
a. He existed in the form of God év popeij Beot en morphe theou (In. 1:1,2,14,18; 8:58; 17:5; Mic. 5:2).
b. Did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped (Gen. 3:5,6; Isa. 14:13,14). &pmaypdg harpagmos #7%°, fr.
&pmaLw harpazd #72%, (2" Cor. 12:2,4; 1% Thess. 4:17).
c. Jesus Christ emptied Himself. kevow kenod #2758, : empty, make empty, make void (Rom. 4:14; 1 Cor. 1:17; 9:15;
2" Cor. 9:3; Phil. 2:7). See 2b. above for empty conceit (Phil. 2:3). Any conclusions regarding Jesus self-emptying
cannot violate Immutability or any attribute of Deity. See especially Rom. 15:3; 2™ Cor. 8:9 & Heb. 2:14-16.
d. The aorist active verb for emptying is followed by an aorist active participle, aorist middle participle, and aorist passive
participle (Phil. 2:7b,8a).
1) Taking the form of a bondservant. poper morphé #*5: form (Mk. 16:12; Phil. 2:6,7).
2) Being made in the likeness of men. 6poiwpa homoioma % also 6poiwotg homoidsis ¥ likeness, image,
appearance (Rom. 1:23; 5:14; 6:5; 8:3; Phil. 2:7; Jas. 3:9; Rev. 9:7; LXX Gen. 1:26; Deut. 4:12,15,16,17,18,23,25;
Isa. 40:18,19).
3) Being found in appearance as a man. oyfjpa schema *7%,: appearance, form (1% Cor. 7:31; Phil. 2:8).
4) If (not certain!) all three participles are equivalent statements then all three phrases celebrate how the Word became
flesh (In. 1:14). In this interpretation, form/likeness/image all reference Jesus flesh/body (Col. 2:9; Heb. 5:7; 10:5)
and have no reference to His pre-incarnate begotten humanity (Prov. 8:22-31).
5) If (possible!) these three participles are not equivalent statements then these three phrases communicate a
progression of events.

#2754, vainglory, empty conceit. See also xevoSoEog kenodoxos #7°°1,: boastful

#3669
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a) Taking the morphén doulou would reference God the Son’s active acceptance of God the Father’s begotten
humanity (Prov. 8:23ff.).
b) Being made (becoming) homoioma anthropon would reference the God-Man’s incarnation at the virgin
Mary’s conception.
c) Being found schémati hos anthropos would reference the virgin born life and ministry of Jesus Christ.
e. Jesus Christ humbled Himself (Phil. 2:8).

1) Self-humbling is an active verb with a reflexive pronoun. tameivéw tapeinod 1 to humble, get along with
humble means (Mt. 18:4; 23:12,; Phil. 2:8; 4:12; Jas. 4:10; 1 Pet. 5:6). Cf. tametvoppoaivn tapeinophrosuné #'%;,
(Phil. 2:3).

2) Becoming obedient to the point of death (spiritual death separation from God the Father). Aor.ptc. yivopat
ginomai *'% plus adj. Umrfixoog hupekoos #2°%,: obedient (Acts 7:39; 2 Cor. 2:9; Phil. 2:8).

a)  Self-humbling is accomplished through prolonged obedience that never draws a line, or crosses lines that
others might draw (cf. Mt. 26:38,42; Rev. 2:10,13; 12:11).
b) Obedience learned through suffering is the perfection process for humanity (Heb. 5:8,9).

3) Even death on a cross (Dt. 21:22,23; Gal. 3:13,14). Jesus’ accepted a substitutionary sacrificial death accepting the

curse of sin, the curse of the Law, and the infinite wrath of God all for the joy set before Him (Heb. 12:2;
Isa. 53:10-12).
f.  God the Father exalted Jesus Christ and grace-bestowed on Him the name which is above every name (Phil. 2:9).

xapiCopat charizomai #548323X:f0rgive, grant, freely give (Rom. 8:32; 1 Cor. 2:12; Gal. 3:18; Phil. 1:29; 2:9).

1)  For this reason also 810 kai dio kai establishes the finished work of Christ on the cross as the causative basis for His
exaltation from God the Father (cf. Isa. 53:12; Jn. 10:17; Heb. 2:9).

2) The pinnacle of humility within the boundaries of time produces the pinnacle of exaltation forever beyond time.
Jesus spoke parables to communicate this truth (Lk. 14:7-11; 18:9-14), but His incarnation was the greatest
application of it. (Also note how Satan is the greatest application of self-exaltation and divine consequences).

3) The name above every name encompasses the angelic and human realms and spans the ages to come on into
eternity (Eph. 1:21; Heb. 1:4).

g. Jesus Christ’s ultimate destiny is the maximum glorification God the Father can actualize (Phil. 2:10-11).

1)  Every knee will bow and every tongue will confess, as prophesied by Isaiah and manifest by Jesus Christ
(Isa. 45:21b-25; Jn. 14:6; Phil. 2:11a). There is no other provision for God to graciously bestow His righteousness,
strength, justification and glory.

2) The Father’s good pleasure is the exaltation of Jesus Christ (Col. 1:15-19), culminating in the Son delivering the
kingdom to the Father (Col. 1:20; 1% Cor. 15:24,28). To the glory of God the Father (Phil. 2:11b). See also Jn. 5:23.

#5053

Work Outr Your Salvation

1. “So then” takes the doctrine of humility and exaltation of Jesus Christ in the Kenosis Hymn and directs the application to
the Philippians. See the BDAG entry for ¢ote introducing independent clauses followed by the imperative.
a.  Jesus was obedient without limit (Phil. 2:8), as were the Philippians (Phil. 2:12).
1) The Philippians always obeyed in Paul’s presence and much more in his absence (Phil. 2:12).
2) The use of mapouoia parousia #**%, and &mouoia apousia #*,, is significant since the absence and imminent
presence of Jesus Christ defines the entire Dispensation of the Church (1% Cor. 15:23; 1% Thess. 2:19; 3:13; 4:15;
5:23; 2" Thess. 2:1; Jas. 5:7,8; 151 Jn. 2:28).
b. Beloved &yamntds agapetos e, used throughout the NT:
First for the Father’s beloved Son (Mt. 3:17; 12:18; 17:5; Mk. 1:11; 9:7; 12:6; Lk. 3:22; 20:13).
Then by the Jerusalem Apostles with reference to Barnabas and Paul (Acts 15:25).
In the NT epistles this term is featured 27x by Paul often in vocative address or extending greetings to his fellow
workers (Rom. 1:7; 11:28; 12:19; 16:5,8,9,12; 1%t Cor. 4:14,17; 10:14; 15:58; 2" Cor. 7:1; 12:19; Eph. 5:1; 6:21;
Phil. 2:12; 4:15,; Col. 1:7; 4:7,9,14; 18 Tim. 6:2; 2" Tim. 1:2; Philem. 1,16).
4) Additionally, 5x in 2" Pet. 3 (1,8,14,15,17), 6x in 1* Jn. (2:7; 3:2,21; 4:1,7,11) And 4x in 3'd_]n. (1,2,5,11).
2. With fear and trembling, the salvation of yourselves, keep on working out.
a.  “With fear and trembling” is not only the manner in which they will work out their salvation, it is exactly the manner
in which they have always obeyed. pera ¢SBou kat tpopou. Paul is fond of this expression (1% Cor. 2:3; 2" Cor. 7:15;
Eph. 6:5; Phil. 2:12), but the LXX foundation is well attested (Ps. 2:11).
b. The salvation of yourselves. Tnv éaut®v cwtnpiav. Used in three primary ways:

SRS
= =

Austin Bible Church Pastor Bob Bolender Page 12 of 26


logosres:bdag;hw=$CF$89$CC$94$CC$81$CF$83$CF$84$CE$B5

[N

Past (positional) (Acts 4:12; 16:31; Rom. 1:16; Eph. 2:5,8).
Present (experiential) (Rom. 5:9,10; 1 Cor. 1:18; 15:2).
Future (ultimate) (Rom. 13:11; Heb. 9:28).
Seeing Phil. 2:12 as an application of #2 salvation is obvious. Beyond that though, the comparison with Jesus,
where the Father exalts Him and bestows on Him a name, provides a contextual basis for the Phil. 2:12 salvation to
span salvation #2 and #3 in application.
c. Keep on working out. karepydCeoBe. 2p.pl.pres.mid.imper. katepydCopar katergazomai *7'%,,: to bring about a
result by doing something, achieve, accomplish, do. 22x in the NT but only once is it imperative. BWS.
3. Assigning the production/achievement/accomplishment to us for any salvation seems ludicrous until we learn that it is God
Himself who is at work in us (Phil. 2:13).
a. The One working in you is God. 0 évepy@®v ho energdn pres.act.ptc. evepyéw energed 7> work, working
(1 Cor. 12:6; Eph. 1:11; 3:20 cp. 2:2; Phil. 2:13; Col. 1:29; 1% Thess. 2:13). See also 1** Cor. 15:10.
b. God’s present ministry in and through us had a prototype ministry in and through Jesus Christ (2" Cor. 5:19).
c.  God the Father’s work operates in dual mode: our will (BéAw theld #**,4,) and our work (évepy€w energed again).
1) The tandem of Oé\w theld and Oehnpa thelema 27, supplies a comprehensive inductive study for the Will of
God.
2) The Will of God should never be a theoretical study apart from the practical study of the Works of God. See esp.
Jn. 4:34 & Eph. 1:11.
3) If our will struggles to be conformed to God’s will then our work will likewise fall short (Rom. 7:15,18,20;
2" Thess. 3:10).
d. Concerning the good pleasure Uttep tfig eUdokiag. eudokia eudokia 7oy well-pleasing, desire, kind intention, good will,
good pleasure (Mt. 11:26; Lk. 2:14; 10:21; Rom. 10:1; Eph. 1:5,9; Phil. 1:15; 2:13; 2" Thess. 1:11).
e. The close usage of OéAw theld and BéAnpa thelema with words of pleasure and delight is seen throughout the LXX
where such expressions are common (Job 23:13; Ps. 5:4; 16:3; 22:8; 40:6,8; 51:16).
4. The antithesis of fear and trembling is grumbling and disputing (Phil. 2:14). Imitating Israel is instant infamy
(1t Cor. 10:6-11).
a.  Grumbling yoyyvopdg gongusmos *''%: complaint (Acts 6:1; 1%t Pet. 4:9), grumbling (In. 7:12; Phil. 2:14). yoyyUlw
gonguzd #L . grumble (Mt. 20:11; Lk. 5:30; Jn. 6:41,43,61; 7:32; 1% Cor. 10:10). Clear LXX allusion (Ex. 16:7-12;
Num. 14:27-29).
b. Disputing Siahoyiopdg dialogismos #12°!14: used 14x and translated 10 different ways, almost always with a negative
connotation (except Lk. 2:35 & Rom. 14:1). diohoyiCopou dialogizomai #'2% 4. reason, discuss (Mt. 16:7,8; 21:25;
MKk. 2:6,8; 8:16,17; 9:33; 11:31; Lk. 1:29; 3:15; 5:21,22; 12:17; 20:14). No clear LXX allusion.
5.  Grumble-free service has temporal and eternal benefits (Phil. 2:15-16 cf. 1:10).
a. Present testimony to the crooked and perverse generation (Phil. 2:15 cf. Deut. 32:5), manifesting the light of heaven to
this fallen world (Ps. 119:130; Prov. 4:18; Mt. 5:14-16; Eph. 5:8-13).
b. Faithfully walking in this life supplies a great confidence for the imminent Day of Christ (Rapture plus Judgment Seat)
(Phil. 1:6,10; 2:16; 1% Cor. 1:8; 1% Jn. 2:28,29).
6. Paul closes this third exhortation with another consideration that his physical death was imminent (Phil. 2:17-18).
a.  Paul employed priestly language of libation (Ex. 29:40,41; Isa. 53:12; Joel 2:14) to describe his anticipated death
(cf. 2" Tim. 4:6).
b. Paul welcomed the Philippians to join in his rejoicing (cf. Mt. 5:10-12; Acts 5:41; 1% Pet. 4:14,16). Corporate worship
includes such amen choruses (IRo. 2:2).
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#1754

#2107

#1261

Travel Arrangements

1. Paul hoped to send Timothy to conduct a spiritual appraisal of the Philippians (Phil. 2:19-24).
a. This segment of Philippians is similar to 1% Cor. 4:17-19.
b. Hoping “in the Lord Jesus” subjects personal desire to the headship of Jesus Christ (Phil. 2:19; 1 Cor. 4:19). Such a
caveat should always be clear (Acts 18:21; Rom. 1:10; 15:32; 1% Cor. 16:7; Heb. 6:3; Jas. 4:15; 1 Pet. 3:17).
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c. Things we can do “in the Lord” include knowing & being convinced (Rom. 14:14), receive a saint (Rom. 16:2;
Phil. 2:29), work hard (Rom. 16:12; 1* Cor. 15:58), greet others (Rom. 16:22; 1 Cor. 16:19), boast (1% Cor. 1:31;
2" Cor. 10:17), birth a child (1% Cor. 4:17), marry (1 Cor. 7:39), enter a door of ministry (2" Cor. 2:12 cf. Col. 4:17),
have confidence in another (Gal. 5:10) cf. have self-confidence (2™ Thess. 3:4), obey your parents (Eph. 6:1), be strong
(Eph. 6:10), trust (Phil. 1:14; 2:24), hope (Phil. 2:19), rejoice (Phil. 3:1; 4:4,10), stand firm (Phil. 4:1; 1% Thess. 3:8), live in
harmony (Phil. 4:2), request & exhort (1% Thess. 4:1) cf. command & exhort (2™ Thess. 3:12), have charge over a flock
(1% Thess. 5:12), benefit from another (Philem. 20), and die (Rev. 14:13).

2. The consequences of sending Timothy there and back again was for Paul to learn of the Philippians’ condition and be
encouraged.

a. Rather than asking the Philippians for an inadequate response to the “how are you” question, Timothy is tasked with a
spiritual and pastoral inspection to provide a comprehensive response to the “how are they” question. Timothy is Paul’s
only trainee qualified at this time to undertake such a task (Phil. 2:20-22).
b. Paul’s desired encouragement is the verb elyuyéw eupsuched #'7 ¢
eupsuchei was used on grave inscriptions “farewell.” Excellent usage of this verb in Shepherd of Hermas (Vis. 1, iii, 2).
3. Selfishness destroys ministry capacity (Phil. 2:20-21).
a. Timothy is Paul’s only student who is “kindred spirit” ioyuyog isopsuchos #*7* (Phil. 2:20 cf. Ps. 55:13 (LXX 54:14)).
b. Timothy share’s Paul’s genuine concern for the Philippians’ concerning you things (cf. the according to me things
#3090, worry, be concerned, care for, be anxious + pépipva merimna %4, worry, concern,
anxiety + QpEptpvog amerimnos **7 concern free.
1) Worry in the bad sense (Mt. 6:25,27,28,31,34,,% 10:19; 13:22¢; 28:14; Mk. 4:19°; 13:11%; Lk. 8:14%; 10:41;
12:11P,22,25,26%, 21:34; Phil. 4:6; 1% Pet. 5:7).
2) Concern in the good sense (1% Cor. 7:32,33,34; 12:25; 2" Cor. 11:28; Phil. 2:20).
c. God’s design to supplant selfishness is selfless service, modeled and passed on generationally (Phil. 2:22).
1) Like a father-son work project, Paul and Timothy slaved together (Phil. 1:1) in the gospel ministry (Phil. 1:1).
2) Timothy is an approved workman. SoxipaCw dokimazo #3%5,, | Soxipog dokimos #%7, | Sokipr) dokime #1352,
(Phil. 1:10; 2:22; 1% Thess. 2:4; 1%t Tim. 3:10; 2" Tim. 2:15).

4.  Faith equips the believer to operate hopefully apart from seeing (Rom. 8:24; 2" Cor. 4:18; 5:7; Heb. 11:1). Faith is a response
to doctrinal clarity (Rom. 10:17), removing all doubt (Rom. 14:22,23). “As soon as I see” indicates Paul’s decision is already
made, pending a last moment adjustment as per the will of Jesus Christ (Phil. 2:23; Heb. 12:2; LXX Jon. 4:5).

5. Even before Timothy’s mission, Paul considered it necessary to return Epaphroditus to Philippi (Phil. 2:25-30).

a.  Epaphroditus has five titles: brother (48ehpdg adelphos **'), fellow worker (cuvepydg sunergos %), fellow soldier
(ouotpoTiayTng sustratiotes #'), messenger (&méoTolog apostolos %), minister (Aettoupydg leitourgos #0).

b. Asan “apostolic” messenger, Epaphroditus was commissioned to bring Paul’s financial support from Philippi
(Phil. 4:10,14,18). This does not make him an Apostle of Jesus Christ by gift and oftice (cf. 2" Cor. 8:23).

c. Asaserver/minister Epaphroditus performed his priestly ministrations on Paul’s behalf (Phil. 2:17,25,30 cf. Rom. 15:16;
Heb. 1:7; 8:2).

d. Epaphroditus’ longing and distress became a circumstance for Paul’s mandatory action (Phil. 2:26). Whether it was
absolutely necessary or not, Paul considered that it was (cf. 1% Thess. 3:1,2,5). This wasn’t “seem” or “suppose”
(Sokéw doked #13%), but a considered thoughtful conclusion (fjyéopar hegeomai #2233 of 2" Cor. 9:5; Phil. 2:3,6; 3:8;
1 Tim. 1:12; Heb. 11:11,26; Jas. 1:2).

e. Although the Apostle Paul had power to heal (Acts 14:9,10; 20:9-12; 28:8), Epaphroditus was among several instances
where divine miraculous healing was left to God rather than the Apostle to achieve (Phil. 2:26-28; 1% Tim. 5:23;

2" Tim. 4:20).

. Who do we host, and support, and admire? Believers like Epaphroditus (Phil. 2:29-30), Phoebe (Rom. 16:2), etc

(1%t Cor. 16:18; 1 Thess. 5:12; 1% Tim. 5:17; Heb. 13:7; 3 Jn. 5-8).

Chapter Three

Chapter three begins Paul’s main address to the Philippians (Phil. 3:1-4:9). With all the background information out of the way
(Phil. 1&2), Paul and Timothy exhort the Philippians to joyfully keep on pressing onward and upward (Phil. 3:1-21). This main
address begins with “rejoice” and “beware” and stresses the spiritual reality of our sign and seal (Phil. 3:1-6). After summarizing
his impressive credentials, Paul recategorizes them on his Profit and Loss Statement (Phil. 3:7-11). This humble attitude equips
us all to keep pressing on the upward way (Phil. 3:12-16). The chapter concludes with a warning against those who are earthly
minded and fail to esteem our heavenly citizenship (Phil. 3:17-21).

1 well-souled, be courageous. Imperative elyuyet

Phil. 1:12). pepipvdem merimnad
#275
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Rejoice in the Lord

1. Rejoice in the Lord!
a. Before the travel plans interruption, Paul had shared his own joy (Phil. 1:18; 2:17), and exhorted the Philippians to
rejoice with him (Phil. 2:18). He returns to that imperative here (Phil. 3:1) and will do so again & again (Phil. 4:4).
b. Remember, hoping “in the Lord” subjects personal desire to the headship of Jesus Christ (Phil. 2:19). Rejoicing in the
Lord subjects personal enjoyment to the grace-appreciation perspective of Jesus Christ (Phil. 3:1; 4:4,10).
1) This blessing requires us to be in fellowship (Gal. 5:22).
2) This blessing requires us to be occupied with Christ abiding in the Word of God (1% Cor. 13:6).
c. Repetition is a protection, not a problem (cf. Rom. 15:15; 2 pet, 1:12-15: Isa. 28:10,13; Deut. 6:1-9).
1) &ogalng asphalés %%, facts, certain, definite, safeguard, sure (Acts 21:34; 22:30; 25:26; Phil. 3:1; Heb. 6:19).
2) okvnpog oknéros ©%%.: lazy, lagging behind, trouble (Mt. 25:26; Rom. 12:11; Phil. 3:1; LXX Pr. 6:6,9).
2. Beware, beware, beware! Watch out for the xkkk!
a. Beware may not strictly be the best sense, but it’s triple repetition makes it stronger than a simple admonishment to
“take due note of” (cf. 1 Cor. 1:26; 10:18; Col. 4:17). Great study by Kilpatrick.
b. Dogs, evil workers, mutilation all begin with the Greek letter  and are all descriptive of Jewish arrogance. These
terms invert typical Jewish boasts so as to highlight the spiritual realities.
1) Dogs xivag. Acc.masc.plur. kUev kudn 7%,
2) Evil workers kakoUg épydtag. Acc.masc.plur. kakdg %5, & Epydng ergatés #° .
3) Mutilation katatoprjv katatomén. Acc.masc.sing. kototopr] katatomé #*°;,. Contrasting nouns: kata versus peri.
Similar word play used by Diogenes of Sinope (D.L. Vit. Phil. 6.24).
c. Jewsviewed dogs as unclean and worthless scavengers (Ex. 22:31; Mt. 7:6).
1) Philistines (1% Sam. 17:43) and Arameans (2" Kgs. 8:13) likewise.
2) Religious legalistic Jews gave this pejorative label to Gentiles and unobservant Jews, yet Jesus showed grace to one
dog for her faith (Mt. 15:26-27).
3) Paul (Phil. 3:2), Peter (2" Pet. 2:22), and John (Rev. 22:15) were all negative to dogs.
d. There was no synagogue in Philippi and no significant Jewish presence (Acts 16:12,13). This triple warning serves to
watch out against such religious legalism from even beginning.
3. We are the Circumcision even as Christ is the Passover (Phil. 3:3 cf. 1% Cor. 5:7).
a.  We don’t have a Passover ritual but Israel did. Christ is “our Passover” in the sense that the spiritual realities of their
Passover are our realities in Christ (1 Cor. 5:1-8 cf. Ex. 12).
b. We don’t have a Circumcision ritual but Israel did (Gen. 17:10-14). We are the Circumcision ritual in the sense that the
spiritual realities of our Sign and Seal are evident in our spiritual service before God (Rom. 4:11,12 cf. 2:29 &
Deut. 30:6). Three things stand out in this sign and seal:
1) Worship in the Spirit of God (Jn. 4:23,24; Rom. 7:6).
2) Glory in Christ Jesus (Rom. 15:17; Gal. 6:14).
3) Put no confidence in the flesh (2" Cor. 5:16,17; Heb. 7:16).
4. Ifany OT saint or NT saint could boast in the flesh, it would be Saul of Tarsus and/or the Apostle Paul (Phil. 3:4-6;
2" Cor. 11:18-22,23-30; Acts 22:3-5; 23:6; 26:4,5).
a. “Circumcised the eighth day” indicates Saul was born into an observant home (Phil. 3:5; Acts 23:6 cf. 2" Tim. 3:15 &
Gal. 2:16).
b. “Nation of Israel, tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of the Hebrews” is a trinitarian expression of superlative Jewish
character.
1) The unified Nation of Israel only existed historically under Kings Saul, David & Solomon (2" Sam. 7:12-15;
1%t Kgs. 11:9-13). It was promised to be restored eschatologically under the New Covenant (Jer. 31:31-34). Here
Paul uses yévog genos *17* #1asd
presently without a nation.
2) The Tribe of Benjamin supplied Israel’s first king (1% Sam. 9:21) and was promised prophetically to supply ravenous
wolves (Gen. 49:27; Acts 8:3; 9:1). Benjamin proved to be the only Tribe loyal to the House of David
(1 Kgs. 11:31-36; 12:21-24).
3) “Hebrew of the Hebrews” is a superlative expression but also a linguistic expression identifying native Hebrew
speakers in contrast to the broader Hellenistic Jewish population (Acts 6:1; 21:40; 22:2; 26:14).
c.  “Asto the Law, a Pharisee” expresses the pinnacle of self-made sanctimony (Lk. 18:9-14).
d. “Asto zeal, a persecutor of the church” expresses the pinnacle of self-made acrimony (Jn. 16:2; Acts 26:9-11).

#2556

21 rather than €8vog ethnos #*%41 because the Jews remain the chosen race but are
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e. “As to the righteousness which is in the Law, found blameless” expresses the pinnacle of self-made testimony
(Lk. 18:18-23).
1) Blameless is not perfected (Heb. 5:8,9; 7:11,19; 9:9; 10:1,14; 12:2,23).
2) Satan, the sealer of perfection (Ezek. 28:12), was blameless (Ezek. 28:15a) until he fell (15b).
3) Perfection is God’s work on our behalf (Mt. 5:48; 2" Cor. 7:1; Gal. 3:3; Phil. 1:6; 3:12-15; Col. 2:10-12).

Profit and Loss

1. Everything that was an actual gain for Paul he has re-reckoned into the loss category (Phil. 3:7). This completed action was
possibly as soon as his three days of blindness (Acts 9:9), or at the very latest during his Arabian sojourn (Gal. 1:17).
a.  képdog kerdos #7715 gain (Phil. 1:21; 3:7; Tit. 1:11). The verb kepSaivw kerdaind #2770 gain, win has several literal
(Mt. 16:26; 25:16,17,20,22; Jas. 4:13) and ﬁgurative (Mt. 16:26 || Mk. 8:36 || Lk. 9:25; Phil. 3:8; 1 Cor. 9:19,20,21,22;
1%t Pet. 3:1) usages. Note also the perverted/sordid forms of gain aioypokepdiig aischrokerdes #%%, & aioypokepSidg
aischrokerdos #147;, (1 Tim. 3:8; Tit. 1:7; 1% Pet. 5:2).
b. Cnpia zeémia #*”,: loss (Acts 27:10,21; Phil. 3:7,8). The verb {npidw zeémiod **"s: forfeit, suffer loss is normally in the
context of a tragedy (Mt. 16:26 || Mk. 8:36 || Lk. 9:25; 1% Cor. 3:15; 2" Cor. 7:9) yet here is a glad surrender (Phil. 3:8).
c. For Christ’s sake (NASB) because of Christ (CSB) for Christ (KJV, NK]JV). See also “fools for Christ’s sake”
(1% Cor. 4:10). Directionality is essential in many “sake” studies (Mk. 2:27; 13:20; Jn. 12:30; Rom. 4:23,24,25;
1 Cor. 11:9,12). See also Ezek. 36:22,32 for clear contrasts.
2. Above and beyond that initial adjustment, Paul continues to make ongoing profit/loss adjustments regarding any and all
future “gains” human viewpoint might be tempted to claim (Phil. 3:8a).
a.  More than that (NASB, CSB), Yet indeed (NKJV), Yea doubtless (K]JV). A remarkable Greek particle launches a long
complicated & emotionally passionate sentence (Phil. 3:8-11). pevotvye menounge **": on the contrary (Lk. 11:28v;
Rom. 9:20), indeed (Rom. 10:18), more than that (Phil. 3:8). Actual string of &M pevolvye kai alla menounge kai
conjunction, emphatic particle, emphatic adverb. See UBS Handbook for more.
b. The perfect indicative from verse seven gives way to the present indicative of verse 8. flyéopor hégeomai %5, is
among several Greek verbs for reckoning, considering, imputing. See LN 31.1 & LN 57.227. See previous notes on
Phil. 1:7; 2:3,6,25,29.
c.  When the comparison becomes so extreme, it is an incomparable contrast (2" Cor. 3:10; 4:7,17; Eph. 1:19; 2:7; 3:19).
3. Vulgar language drives the point home (Phil. 3:8b). Josephus describes the terrible siege of Jerusalem with such vulgarity
(Bell. 5,571). Philo uses such vulgarity in describing the nasty hiding places for venomous reptiles (Prov. 11 62).
4. Knowing Christ is a bigger concept than simply becoming saved (Phil. 3:8b-11). This section has significant vocabulary
parallelism with the kenosis hymn: “consider” (2:6; 3:8), “form” (2:7; 3:10), “found” (2:8; 3:9), “Lord” (2:11; 3:8).
a. Gaining (winning, profiting) Christ is the experiential realization of our positional reality (Phil. 3:8b; 1% Cor. 3:21-23;
Eph. 1:3ff.; 2™ Cor. 6:10).
b. Being found in Him is the kosmological display of victory through grace, manifested both in time and eternity
(Phil. 3:9; Mt. 5:16; Mt. 10:32,33; Acts 4:13; Tit. 2:7,8; Heb. 11:39,40; 1% Pet. 2:12).
c. Knowing Christ with three specific aspects (Phil. 3:10).
1) The power of His resurrection is the grace empowerment to walk in the newness of life (Rom. 6:4,5,11;
2" Cor. 4:10-12; Eph. 1:19-21).
2) The fellowship of His sufferings is the grace empathy to suffer with and comfort one another (Rom. 8:17,18;
2" Cor. 1:5; Col. 1:24; 1% Pet. 4:1,2).
3) Being conformed to His death is the grace emulation to sacrificially love and stay faithful until death (In. 15:9-21;
Eph. 5:1-2; 15t Jn. 4:7-11; Rev. 2:10).
5. Sacrificial death conformity is especially vital for the deathless Rapture participants (Phil. 3:11).
a.  Uncertainty in the conditional particles €1 weg ei pds.
b. Uncertainty in the verb karavtdw katantad #%: arrive, attain (Acts 26:7; Eph. 4:13; Phil. 3:11).
c.  Uniqueness of the noun for resurrection ¢éEavdoraoig exanastasis *'*'* (Phil. 3:11 contra v.10).

d. Conclusion by Earl Radmacher in the CTS Journal (volume 4, 1998).
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Pressing on the Upward Way

1. This passage begins with Paul’s negative affirmation (Phil. 3:12). He has not as of yet achieved the objectives of vv.9&10

and he is not as of yet prepared for the Rapture as per v.11.

a.  “Not that I already took ir” is the aorist of AapBdvw lamband #**s,. There is no “it” and there is no declared object
for lamband. Context understands it to be the content of vv.8-11: gaining Christ, found in Him, Rapture-ready.

b. “Not that I already have been perfected” is the perfect passive of Teherdw teleiod #***;,. The parallel expressions equate
to one another. Being perfected equals gaining Christ, found in Him, Rapture-ready (and for the perfection to be
realized, the saint on earth must become a saint in heaven face to face with Jesus Christ) (Phil. 1:6; Heb. 12:23).

c.  “ButI press on” is the present indicative of S1c3kw diokd #*74s.: to persecute (Phil. 3:6), pursue (Rom. 14:19; 1% Cor. 14:1;
1t Tim. 6:11; 2" Tim. 2:22; Heb. 12:14), press on (Phil. 3:12,14). See Logos color wheel for Sikw.

d. “If I may even lay hold of” is the aorist active subjunctive of katahapBdvew katalamband #**. Used 3x in this passage,
apparently as a conflation of lambané plus teleiod.

e. “That for which also I was laid hold of” is the aorist passive indicative of katalambana.

1) When God the Father gives a born-again believer to Jesus Christ, He lays hold of that believer and never lets go
(In. 6:37-40; 10:28,29).
2) He also lays hold of the believer for a specific race/course/purpose (Acts 13:36; Eph. 2:10; Heb. 12:1).
3) This is that which Paul presses on to lay hold of (Phil. 3:12,13).
2. Regarding Rapture-ready perfection, Paul has “one thing” he regards (Phil. 3:13). (O.k., that “one thing” is actually two)
a. Forgetting what lies behind. émilavOavopat epilanthanomai #1950, normally a bad thing (Heb. 12:5; 13:2,16;
Jas. 1:24,25; 2" Pet. 1:9; 3:5,8), here it is uniquely positive. Note: the imperative to forget is not absolute and not in
isolation apart from other passages of Scripture (Heb. 10:32; 13:7; 2" Pet. 1:12,13; 3:2; Jude 7; Rev. 2:5; 3:3).
b. This “reaching forward imperative” is among the greatest hand stretches in the Bible.
1) Adam and the Tree of Life (Gen. 3:22).
Abraham and the sacrificial knife (Gen. 22:10).
Moses (and Aaron) repeatedly (Ex. 4:4; 7:19; 8:5,6,16,17; 9:22,23,33; 10:12,21,22; 14:16,21,26,27).
David (1% Sam. 17:49).
The Angel of the Lord (2" Sam. 24:16).
The Woman of Excellence (Prov. 31:19,20).
7) Jesus repeatedly (Mt. 8:3; 12:13,49; 14:31).
3. The focus of Paul’s pressing forward: goal, prize, upward call (Phil. 3:14).

a. Goal = bullseye. okomdg skopos #*1.: mark, goal (Phil. 3:14; LXX: Job 16:12; Lam. 3:12; Ap.: Wsd. 5:12,21;
Ps: Ep.Arist. 251; AF:1Cl. 19.2; 63.1; 2Cl. 19.1).

b. Prize. BpaPeiov brabeion #1017, & prize (1% Cor. 9:24; Phil. 3:14; AF: 1Cl. 5.5; MPoly 17). Cf. Bpapeiov brabeud #1018, .
Jjudge, award prizes (Col. 3:15).

c. Upward call. dGvw kMjoewg. dvw and #Yo.: above, upward, up (Col. 3:1,2) + kAfjoig klésis
(Rom. 11:29; 1% Cor. 1:26; Eph. 1:18; 4:1,4; Phil. 3:14; 2" Thess. 1:11; 2" Tim. 1:9; Heb. 3:1).

d. This focus is unique to the Dispensation of the Church. No prior stewardship and no subsequent stewardship has God
the Father awarding prizes to a corporate body in Christ—the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

4. Mature believers allow the Lord to demonstrate their wrong attitudes and welcome every attitude adjustment (Phil. 3:15).

a. The definitive testimony of a Té\etog teleios #**1o, mature believer is to acknowledge being not yet TeAetéw teleiod
#2048 perfected (Phil. 3:15 contra v.12).

1) The word of God transforms and equips believers to a mature status and an eternal perfection (Rom. 12:2;
1t Cor. 2:6; Eph. 4:13; Col. 1:28; 4:12; Heb. 5:14).
2) The ultimate mature status is the perfect love of God the Father (Mt. 5:48; 1%t Jn. 4:18).

b. Thinking this way (“have this attitude”) is Christlike and perfect (1% Cor. 14:20; Phil. 2:5; 3:15).

c.  God will go apocalyptic on hetero-phrenic immaturity. He is a God who loves to reveal and display things for clear
understanding (Ps. 25:8,9; Jer. 1:11,13; 24:3; Am. 7:8; 8:2; Zech. 4:2; 5:2; Jn. 7:17; Jas. 1.:5).

5. So long as we keep living, we keep living by the unchanging standard (Phil. 3:16). otoryéw stoiched

conform (Acts 21:24; Rom. 4:12; Gal. 5:25; 6:16; Phil. 3:16).

a.  “Arriving” at a mature status is not an arrival but an imperative to keep going as per the definitive testimony already
observed.

#2983
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HT8_2 be in line with,

b. Coaches will often tell their teams, “let’s stick with what got us here.” A popular version of this is “dance with who
brung you” (Darrell Royal, Ronald Reagan).
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Our Citizenship is in Heaven

1.

Paul made imitations and patterns a focal point for his ministry (1% Thess. 1:6,7; 2" Thess. 3:9; 1 Cor. 4:16,17; 10:6; 11:1;
Phil. 3:17; 4:9; 19 Tim. 4:12; 2" Tim. 2:2; 3:10,11; Tit. 2:7). This, too, had an impact in Peter’s life and ministry (1% Pet. 5:3).
The importance of right patterns becomes critical in view of the wrong patterns all too frequently imitated (Phil. 3:18-19).
a. There are many wrong walkers-more than we want to admit. This must be told and it must be told repeatedly.

b. This telling makes Paul cry (Phil. 3:18 cf. Acts 20:19,31; 2" Cor. 2:4; 11:29). Far from being a weak sister, Paul had a
spiritual sympathy comparable to Jesus (cf. Lk. 19:41; Jn. 11:35).

They are declared enemies of the cross. Are they regenerate?

a. No, their end is destruction. &maAera apdleia #*5.: (Mt. 7:13; In. 17:12; Rom. 9:22; Phil. 1:28; 3:19; 2" Thess. 2:3;

1%t Tim. 6:9; Heb. 10:29).

b. Yet, their mindset can be imitated by those whose end is not destruction (cf. Mt. 7:13,14).

1) Turning personal appetites into idolatry (Rom. 16:17,18; 2" Tim. 3:4).

2) Turning shameful things into celebrations (Rom. 1:28-32; 2" Pet. 2:13; Jude 13).

3) Turning off spiritual eyes and keeping earthly eyes fixed on earthly things (Mt. 16:23; Rom. 8:5-7; Col. 3:1,2).
The antidote to earthly mindedness is our heavenly citizenship (Phil. 3:20), and imminent homecoming via the Rapture of
the Church (Phil. 3:21).

a.  Our moMiteupa politeuma *'7° citizenship is in heaven (Phil. 3:20), along with heart treasury (Mt. 6:20,21), our spiritual
blessings (Eph. 1:3), seat of authority (Eph. 2:6), mindful attention (Col. 3:1,2), and marketplace (Rev. 3:18).

b. We amexdéyopar apekdechomai #553 eagerly await a Savior (Phil. 3:20; Heb. 9:28), and our revelation in Him at our
bodily redemption (Rom. 8:19,23,25 cf. Phil. 3:21), employing our spiritual gifts (1% Cor. 1:7) and walking by faith
through the Holy Spirit (Gal. 5:5).

The Rapture of the Church is typically taught from 1* Thess. 4 or 1 Cor. 15. Additional details are sometimes drawn from

John 14, yet the details from Phil. 3:11,14,21 provide details not found in the normally used passages.

a. 1" Thessalonians 4 teaches:

1) Physically dead Church Age saints presently in heaven will come with Jesus at His coming, returning to their

former bodies, being raised and glorified first (1% Thess. 4:15,16).
2) Physically living Church Age saints presently on earth will then be raptured (snatched) together with the raised in
Christ to meet the Lord in the air (1% Thess. 4:17a).

) The consequence of this rapture is eternal colocation with Jesus Christ (1% Thess. 4:17b).

) No mention of the eye-twinkling transformation, but combined with Corinthians presents a clear picture.

) No mention of day or time.

) Note the sharp contrast between Rapture (1% Thess. 4) and Day of the Lord (1% Thess. 5).

b. 1% Corinthians 15 teaches:

1) Physically living Church Age saints will be changed in a resurrection-like transformation (1% Cor. 15:51,52).

2) Inan eye-twinkling moment, the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised, the living saints will be changed.

3) No mention of the snatching or the meeting in the air, but combined with Thessalonians presents a clear picture.

4) No mention of day or time.

c. John 14 teaches:

1) In the context of His death, resurrection, ascension and session, Jesus promised to prepare a dwelling place for His

Bride (Jn. 14:2).

2) “Come and receive you to Myself” anticipates the meeting in the air (Jn. 14:3a; 1% Thess. 417a).

3) “Where I am, there you may be also” delineates Heaven as the prepared place and the destination for us all when

the meeting in the air is concluded. Landing on the Mount of Olives is not an option!

4) No mention of day or time.

d. Philippians 3 teaches:

1) Every generation of the Church can anticipate possibly being the Rapture generation (Phil. 3:11).

2) The goal for the prize finish-line for the Church Age is the Rapture of the Church (Phil. 3:14).

3) A bodily transformation contrast between humble state and glory state (Phil. 3:21). The glory of the second so

surpasses the glory of the first, the first can be thought of as having no glory (cf. 1 Cor. 15:40,42-44;
2" Cor. 3:7-11).

4)  An exertion of Jesus Christ’s personal power (Jn. 5:25-29).

5) Subjection of all things to Himself (1% Cor. 15:25-27; Eph. 1:19-23).

6) No mention of day or time.

#4175
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e. 2" Thessalonians 2 teaches:

1) A counterfeit letter supposedly from Paul denied the pre-trib Rapture and claimed the Day of the Lord had come
(2™ Thess. 2:2), in defiance of the 1* Thess. 4&5 contrast previously taught by Paul (cf. 2" Thess. 2:5).

2) A refutation of that false claim provides the explicit sequence of the Pre-Trib Rapture and explains why the Day of
the Lord cannot possibly come until the Rapture of the Church (2" Thess. 2:1-17).

3) The Rapture is called The Parousia of our Lord Jesus Christ and our Episunagdgé together upon Him
(2" Thess. 2:1). It is then simply called The Departure which must precede the Day of the Lord (2™ Thess. 2:3).

4)  Until the Rapture, there is a Restrainer keeping the Man of Lawlessness Son of Destruction from being revealed
(2" Thess. 2:6-8). The Restrainer is both a “what” (2" Thess. 2:6) and a “He who” (2" Thess. 2:7) and
unquestionably God the Holy Spirit.

Chapter Four

Chapter four begins with practical applications that Rapture reflection should prompt in the life of every Church Member
(Phil. 4:1-9). One final item Paul mentions prior to closing this epistle is the grace financial provision he appreciated from the
Philippian saints through Epaphroditus (Phil. 4:10-19). This epistle closes with one of the shortest greetings and doxology of
any Pauline text (Phil. 4:20-23).

Rapeure Reflection & Response

1. Paul begins this epistle’s conclusion with the tenderest address given to any local church (Phil. 4:1).
a. My beloved and longed-for brethren, my beloved.
1) Beloved &yamntds agapétos s was studied in its usage in Phil. 2:12. It is used throughout the NT:
a) First for the Father’s beloved Son (Mt. 3:17; 12:18; 17:5; Mk. 1:11; 9:7; 12:6; Lk. 3:22; 20:13).
b) Then by the Jerusalem Apostles with reference to Barnabas and Paul (Acts 15:25).
c¢) 27x by Paul often in vocative address to local churches* or extending greetings to his fellow workers®
(Rom. 1:7%; 11:28; 12:19*; 16:5,8,9,12T; 1% Cor. 4:14*,17T; 10:14*; 15:58*; 2" Cor. 7:1*; 12:19*; Eph. 5:1; 6:21T;
Phil. 2:12%; 4:1,0*; Col. 1:7T; 4:7,9,14T; 1% Tim. 6:2; 2" Tim. 1:2; Philem. 1,167).
d) Additionally, 5x in 2" Pet. 3 (1,8,14,15,17), 6x in 1 Jn. (2:7; 3:2,21; 4:1,7,11) And 4x in 3" Jn. (1,2,5,11).
2) Longed-for émmoOnrog epipothétos #1973 Used only here in the NT, but 2x AF (1Cl. 65:1; B. 1:3). Comes from
the verb émimoBéw epipothed #77, (Rom. 1:11; 2" Cor. 5:2; 9:14; Phil. 1:8; 2:26; 1 Thess. 3:6; 2™ Tim. 1:4; Jas. 4:5;
1%t Pet. 2:2).

b. Paul’s beloved and longed-for brethren could be called Joy And Crown Kindred (Phil. 4:1). This acronym may soon
become very useful in various doctrinal studies. Christians who drift from consistent local church fellowship, for
example, don’t know JACK.

1) Understanding doctrines and people takes time, with some partial understandings along the way (2" Cor. 1:13,14).
2) Joy in our brethren is derived via reasons to be proud, and are mutually reciprocal (2™ Cor. 1:14; 3 Jn. 3,4).
3) Joy and Crown Kindred are the ones we long to see when angelic conflict hinders such personal fellowship
(1% Thess. 2:17,18).
4) Crowns will be awarded in the future, but the joy of attaining such crowns happens now (1 Thess. 2:19,20).
2. Therefore (on the basis of Rapture doctrine), in this way (eagerly waiting as Joy and Crown Kindred), stand firm.

a. Reflecting on Rapture doctrine should create an attitudinal response: the blessed hope of an imminent departure goads
us to stay Rapture Ready (1%t Cor. 1:7; Phil. 3:20,21; 2" Tim. 4:8; Tit. 2:13).

b. Other dispensations have had similar eschatological goads analogous to the Church’s application of imminency
(Mt. 24:42-44; 25:13; Lk. 2:25,38; 2" Pet. 3:11,12).

c. Stand firm in the Lord (Phil. 4:1). Pres.act.imper. otfjkw stekd *7*s: (Rom. 14:4; 1 Cor. 16:13; Gal. 5:1; Phil. 1:27; 4:1;
1%t Thess. 3:8; 2" Thess. 2:15).

d. “In the Lord” speaks to our occupation with Christ and personal submission to His will for everything that we do
(cf. Phil. 1:14; 2:19,24,29; 3:1; 4:1,2,4,10).
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3. Two women in Philippi are urged to reconcile and need help doing so (Phil. 4:2-3). Women were prominent in the
founding of this church (Acts 16:13,14-15,16-18,40), but now two particular women could potentially tear it apart with
their different attitudes.

a. EUobia Euodia #%;,: “success” appears only here. The verb e0086w euodod
15t Cor. 16:2; 3 Jn. 2xy).

b. Syntyche “lucky” appears only here, but has masculine forms in Tychicus (Acts 20:4; Eph. 6:21; Col. 4:7; 2" Tim. 4:12;
Tit. 3:12), Eutyches (Acts 20:9), and Fortunatus (1% Cor. 16:17).

c. “Live in Harmony” is yet another phroned usage: 10 aUto gppoveiv “think the same” (Phil. 1:7; 2:3,5; 3:15,19; 4:2,10),
plus another “in the Lord” év kupie usage both so common in this epistle (see above in 2.d.).

d.  Whatever their disagreement was, each of them is exhorted because neither of them had this attitude which was also in
Christ Jesus. They had “different attitudes” (cf. Phil. 3:15) and sadly could not join Paul and the others “as many as are
perfect.”

e. True companion is either an unknown (to us) and unnamed (in this epistle) man of wisdom (cf. 1% Cor. 6:5), or quite
likely to be a personal name: the “truly-named Syzygos.” This may be a striking parallel to Paul’s wordplay with
Onesimus (Philem. 11). Syzygos is not known as a personal name in ancient Greek literature or inscriptions, but other
such syn- sym- compound names are clearly attested (Syndromos, Symmachos, Symphrones).

f.  Euodia & Syntyche were veteran struggle-sharers with Paul, Clement “and the rest” of Paul’s fellow workers (Phil. 4:3).
ouvaBAéw sunathled #5%,: (Phil. 1:27; 4:3). Compound fr. &O\éw athled 1%, competes (2" Tim. 2:5). See also &OAno1g
athlesis #"°1: conflict (Heb. 10:32). This “team sport” is 1§} TrioTet ToU evayyehiou the faith of the gospel.

g. Clement is a very common name and not likely the author of 1% Clement despite Origen and Eusebius’ legends.

h. This is Paul’s only reference to the Book of Life (Phil. 4:3 cf. Ex. 32:32-33; Ps. 40:7; 56:8; 69:28; 139:16; Dan. 12:1;

Lk. 10:20; Heb. 12:23; Rev. 3:5; 13:8; 17:8; 20:12,15; 21:27). Significant here as yet another reminder that our citizenship
is in heaven no matter what names are listed in the Roman colony’s civic registry (Phil. 4:3 cf. 3:20).

4. Seven imperatives provide a practical “how to” recipe for standing firm in the Lord (Phil. 4:4-9).

a. The first two imperatives are rejoice and rejoice (Phil. 4:4).

1) This imperative was previously issued and Paul has no problem repeating it (Phil. 3:1 cf. 1% Thess. 5:16-18).
2) This is not problem-free rejoicing, but testimony to God’s grace and resounding to Christ’s glory (Matt. 5:12;
Jas. 1:2; 1% Pet. 1:6-8; 4:13).

b. The third imperative is a passive imperative, with a reminder of the Lord’s proximity: Be so gentle that all humanity
can’t help but know it (the Lord is near) (Phil. 4:5).

1) émewig epiekes #97s: genrle (Phil. 4:5; 1% Tim. 3:3; Tit. 3:2; Jas. 3:17; 1%t Pet. 2:18). Not mrpaditng prautés *2*;;, but
linked together in 2™ Cor. 10:1 and described well by Vine.

2) Aor.pass.imper. yvookw gindskd *'*7. See 2™ Cor. 3:2 for another passive tense in an “all men” context.

3) The nearness of the Lord is yet another indication of Rapture imminency (Phil. 4:5; 1% Cor. 7:29-31; Heb. 10:25;
Jas. 5:8,9; 1t Pet. 4:7; 2" Pet. 3:3,4ff.; Rev. 22:7,20).

5. The fourth and fifth imperatives are twin absolutes within one of the greatest prayer passages in all of Scripture (Phil. 4:6,7).
a. Paul is fond of the “in nothing” and “in everything” contrast (2" Cor. 6:3,4).

b. For nothing be anxious. pndeév méden + pepipvdie merimnad #*%

#275,, concern free. Almost always a negative action (Phil. 4:6), described

#2137, - means succeed, prosper (Rom. 1:10;

1oxt Worry, concerned, anxious + pépipva merimna %,

worry, concern, anxiety + QUEPIPVOS amerimnos

positively in a pastoral context (Phil. 2:20).

1) Worry in the bad sense (Mt. 6:25,27,28,31,34,,% 10:19; 13:22%; 28:14; Mk. 4:19¢; 13:11°; Lk. 8:14%; 10:41;
12:11°,22,25,26%, 21:34; Phil. 4:6a; 1% Pet. 5:7).

2) Concern in the good sense (1% Cor. 7:32,33,34; 12:25; 2" Cor. 11:28; Phil. 2:20).

c. In everything make God to know your requests. Aor.pass.imper. yvopilw gnorizd *"'"5s: make known, inform. Used
24x for information conveyed to ignorant recipients. Used only once for human beings conveying requests to the all-
knowing all-wise God (Phil. 4:6b). Verse list.

d. Four prayer terms are employed in this one verse. All four are nouns. Together with their cognate verbs, these eight
words are used 289x256vv in the NT.

1) Prayer mpooeuyi proseuché #3%° sex: pray. The most common noun
and verb for prayer, stresses the elements of worship and blessing for men who commune with God.

2) Supplication &énotg deésis *'5: prayer, petition, entreaty, supplication fr. Séopon deomai #'%,1.: beg, pray, beseech,
implore. Stresses the deficiency or need and dependence upon God to provide. Note: “prayer and supplication” is
rendered “prayer and petition” in Eph. 6:18 and “entreaties and prayers” in 1% Tim. 5:5

#1107

s prayer, fr. mpooeyopat proseuchomai #3%
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3) Thanksgiving ebyaprotia eucharistia #'%1s.: thanksgiving, thankfulness, gratitude, fr. ebyapiotéw eucharisted %%,

give thanks. The grace response to grace giving, must be the attitudinal foundation for all prayer and supplication.

4) Requests aitnpa aitéma **°5,: request (Phil. 4:6; 150In. 5:15), demand (Lk. 23:24), fr. aitéw aited *'**70: ask, ask for. In
the will of God, even our requests are graciously supplied to us so we can request them from the Gracious Giver
(cf. Rom. 8:26,27).

e. An inductive survey of the NT usages of these four nouns and four verbs can be summarized.

1) Jesus’ teachings (Matt. 6:5-13; 7:7-11; 26:36-44; Lk. 18:1-14; Jn. 14:13,14; 15:7,16; 16:23,24,26; 17:1ff.*).

2) James’ teachings (Jas. 1:5-8; 4:2,3; 5:13-18).

3) Paul’s teachings (1% Cor. 11:4-13; 14:13-18; Eph. 6:18; Phil. 4:6; Col. 4:2-4; 1% Tim. 2:1,2,8; 5:5).

4)  John’s teachings (1% Jn. 5:14-16).

f.  Prayer and supplication, both with thanksgiving, are to be causative mechanisms (cf. 1% Kgs. 3:11-14). Prayer does not
bind God or limit His sovereignty, but cooperates with God’s sovereignty to be the instrumentality through which
God works (2" Cor. 1:11; Phil. 1:19; Col. 4:12; Philem. 22).

1) Prayer and supplication with thanksgiving is causative for God’s received knowledge of our requests (Phil. 4:6).
2) Prayer and supplication with thanksgiving is causative for God’s provided peace (Phil. 4:7).

g. Unfathomable, unapproachable, unsurpassed peace, grace, and love supply the ultimate soul stability (Phil. 4:7 cf.
Rom. 11:33; Eph. 3:8,19; 1% Tim. 6:16). While OT saints could know God’s shalowm (Ps. 119:165; Isa. 9:6,7; 26:3;
57:19-21), NT saints have the greater eirené blessing (Jn. 14:27; 16:33; Rom. 5:1; Gal. 5:22; Col. 3:15; 2" Thess. 3:16;
Heb. 13:20,21).

h. Hearts and minds are garrisoned by the Peace of God (Phil. 4:7b) so as to protect and rule the Body and Bride of Jesus
Christ (Col. 3:15). ppoupéw phroured " guard, keep, protect (2™ Cor. 11:32; Gal. 3:23; Phil. 4:7; 1% Pet. 1:5).

6. The sixth and seventh imperatives center on the thinking and actions of Rapture-Ready Standing-Firm Joy and Crown

Kindred (Phil. 4:8-9).

a. Dwell on (NASB, CSB), ponder (NASB fn), think on (KJV), meditate on (NKJV) these things. Pres.mid.imper.
NoyiCopat logizomai #°: credit, consider, regard, reckon. “These things make the subject of careful reflection
(WUESTNT). See Greenlee’s Exegetical Summary. See translation wheel.

1) Six adjectives stipulate appropriate mental dwelling. See Word by Word. Neuter plurals identify a variety of
“whatsoever things” that are presently characterized by the following adjectives.
AANOnc alethés #2%7,: true, truthful (Mt. 22:16; Jn. 7:18; Rom. 3:4; 2" Cor. 6:8).
oepvog semnos #9%,.: dignified, honorable (1% Tim. 3:8,11; Tit. 2:2).
Sikarog dikaios #**%,: righteous, right (Acts 3:14; Rom. 3:26; 2" Tim. 4:8; 1% Pet. 3:18; 1t Jn. 2:1,29; 3:7).
&yvog hagnos . pure; innocent (Jas. 3:17; 1%Jn. 3:3).
mpooiAiig prosphilés 77 : lovely (Phil. 4:8).
elpnpog euphémos #'\,: commendable (Phil. 4:8).
2) Two nouns summarize the above adjectives and establish two basic principles for adding to the open ended list.
a)  &peth) areté %5, excellence (1% Pet. 2:9; 2™ Pet. 1:3,5,2).
b) Emwaivog epainos *15%,,: praise, worthy of praise (Rom. 2:29; 13:3; 1% Cor. 4:5; Eph. 1:6,12,14; 1 Pet. 1:7; 2:14).
3) The summation of adjectives and nouns is a pretty high bar for our mental occupation.
a) The Lord Jesus Christ meets all the above criteria.
b) The Word of God also meets all the above criteria.
c) Church Members dwelling in the Word, abiding in Christ meet all the above criteria.
b. Practice these things, not simply as an academic application, but specifically in manifold imitation of the Apostle Paul.
1) All the mental dwelling in the world is useless without application (Phil. 4:8,9; Matt. 7:24; 28:20; Rom. 2:17;
Jas. 1:22; 2:17,18; 4:17).
2) Doctrines learned & traditions received, heard in Paul’s teaching & seen in Paul’s life stresses the dynamic of
ministry with personal engagement between a shepherd and his flock (1% Thess. 2:2-14; 2" Thess. 3:6-10).
7. When a flock is thinking and practicing these things according to Biblical principles they have the personal presence of
God the Father, the God of Peace in their midst (Phil. 4:9 cf. Rom. 15:33; 16:20; 2" Cor. 13:11; 1% Th. 5:23; 2" Th. 3:16;
Heb 13:20).

#2169
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Grace Giving Gratitude

1. Mega-rejoicing in the Lord, now at last their concern has revived (Phil. 4:10).

a.  The 14™ and final reference to rejoicing in this epistle is a mega-rejoicing. "Ex&pnv 8¢ év kupie peydho.
xaipow chaird #5403 and Xap& chara #4795« appear 14x in this book (Phi. 1:4,1842,25; 2:2,17,18,28,29; 3:1; 4:1,4,,10).

b. “Now at last” expresses a thrill for finite temporal creatures, living in suspense, waiting for a day that might never come
(cf. Rom. 1:10).

c. “Concern” is thinking. The final usages of ppovéw phroned **2% (Phil. 1:7; 2:2,2,5; 3:15x2,19; 4:2,10x2).

d.  &vabdMw anathalls %, revive (nurse back to health). On\dCew thélazo #3775, breast-feed, nurse (Mt. 21:16; 24:19;

Lk. 11:27). In a botanical usage, found in the LXX to sprout again, to blossom again (Ezek. 17:24).

e. Reviving a dead concern is how it appeared to Paul, but the reality is they never stopped thinking about him. They
simply lacked the opportunity to express that concern financially. &xaipéopou akaireomai #7, (Phil. 4:10). Opp.
eukatpéw eukaired #'' (Mk. 6:31; Acts 17:21; 1% Cor. 16:12) similar to the contrast of in season and out of season
adverbs (&xaipoc akairds #17! / elxaipwg eukairds %) from 2" Tim. 4:2.

Principle: whether the opportunity is there or not, readiness is always rewardable (2" Cor. 8:12-14).

2. Paul frames the personal financial spectrum as a context for contentment (Phil. 4:11-12). Neither extreme on the spectrum
makes contentment impossible when a believer walks by faith, ever learning and coming to the knowledge of the truth.

a. Jesus contrasted need/want/deficiency with abundance in His message about the widow’s mite, demonstrating that
neither extreme on the personal financial spectrum makes grace giving impossible (Mk. 12:44; Lk. 21:4).

b. Paul contrasted need/want/deficiency with abundance in his exhortation regarding Macedonian grace, demonstrating
that neither extreme on the local church financial spectrum makes grace giving impossible (2" Cor. 8:14; 9:12).

c. Contentment does not alter the reality of suffering need, but it allows for thinking, speaking and acting to not be
driven by that need/want/deficiency (2" Cor. 9:8; 1% Tim. 6:6). auUtdpkng autarkés **1,: content (Phil. 4:11) &
aUtépketa autarkeia 45 sufficiency, contentment (2" Cor. 9:8; 1% Tim. 6:6) both fr. &pkéw arked *7's.: be sufficient,
adequate, satisfied, content (Mt. 25:9; Lk. 3:14; Jn. 6:7; 14:8; 2" Cor. 12:9; 1% Tim. 6:8; Heb. 13:5; 3 Jn. 10).

d. Paul employs a remarkable progression from learning (Phil. 4:11) to knowing (Phil. 4:12a) to learning the secret
(Phil. 4:12b).

1) Learning is the activity of a disciple (learner) (Jn. 8:31). pavOdvew manthand #'%s, & pabntiic mathetes 1",

2) Knowing is the comprehensive “how to” function in daily life across every personal financial circumstance. oida
oida #1492,

3) Learning/discovering/apprehending the secret happens when temporal life circumstances are placed in a frame of
reference with spiritual life (cf. 2 Cor. 6:7-10). puéw mued % a t.t. of the mystery religions initiate into the
mysteries.

e. Having been initiated into the mystery (as it were) Paul knows the secret of sated hunger and abounding lack. These
contrasts are not mutually exclusive but corporately inclusive in the Body of Christ (Rom. 12:15; 1% Cor. 3:21-23; 12:26;
2" Cor. 8:13,14; 9:8).

3. This mindset is not only a contentment but also a competence. “I presently continuously have strength for all conditional
circumstances of personal life in the One presently continuously enduing me with power” (Phil. 4:13 cf. Jn. 15:4,5,7;

2" Cor. 3:5; 12:9,10; Eph. 3:16; 6:10; Col. 1:11; 18 Tim. 1:12).

a. Presactind. ioyVw ischud #2480, fr. ioyUg ischus #2479, Eight words from the ischus root have 76 uses in the NT
(Lk. 11:21,22; 16:3; Acts 19:16,20; 1% Cor. 1:25,27; Eph. 1:19; 6:10; Phil. 4:13; Jas. 5:16; 1t Pet. 4:11; 1%t Jn. 2:14).

b. Pres.pass.ptc. évduvapdm endunamod *7%%;, (Acts 9:22; Rom. 4:20; Phil. 4:13; Eph. 6:10; 1% Tim. 1:12; 2™ Tim. 2:1; 4:17).
Ten words from the dunamai root have 390 uses in the N'T.

4. Although Paul can function contentedly without the Philippians’ support, it is a good thing for them to share his affliction

(Phil. 4:14-17).

a. Synchronized-fellowship of Paul’s afflictions. ouykoivewvéw sunkoindned 75 participate in (Eph. 5:11; Rev. 18:4),
share in (Phil. 4:14). See also ouykotvwvdg sunkoinonos #7'y.: fellow partner (1% Cor. 9:23; Rev. 1:9), partaker
(Rom. 11:17; Phil. 1:7).

b. Financial missionary support is called fellowship-sharing in the matter of giving & receiving (Phil. 4:15). ei¢ Adyov
dooewg kai AMpyewg. As per A.T. Robertson: credit & debit. A mercantile metaphor repeated in v.17.

c.  The Philippian grace financial support was Paul’s only financial support during a significant stage of his second
missionary journey (Acts 17:1-18:5; 2" Cor. 11:9).

d. In the realm of grace giving, it is the giver that eternally profits in the heavenly ledger (Phil. 4:17; Prov. 19:17;

Mt. 6:19-21; Lk. 14:12-14; 1 Tim. 6:17-19; Heb. 10:34).

#3129
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5. Paul’s final comment regarding the Philippian gift places this aspect of local church ministry firmly within the priesthood

function of the Body of Christ (Phil. 4:18-19).

a. lam receiving (&méyw apechd # cf. Mt. 6:2,5,16), I am abounding (rrepiooeim perisseud 2 cf. v.12; 2" Cor. 8:2,7;
9:8,12), I have been filled (mAnpdéw plérod #'¥7 cf. Phil. 1:11).

b. A fragrant aroma has tremendous significance in both the Old Testament (Gen. 8:21; 27:27; Ex. 29:18,25,41; 17x Lev.;
11x Num. 28/29; 8x Song.Sol.; Ezek. 20:41) and the New Testament (2" Cor. 2:14-16; Eph. 5:2).

c.  An acceptable sacrifice is a delight, well-pleasing to God (Lev. 22:21,29; Prov. 11:1; 12:22; 15:8; 16:13).

d. Tam having been plerod’d (Phil. 4:18), and my God will plerod every need of yours (Phil. 4:19a). The promise of God’s
faithful provision is connected to the Philippians’ faithful provision (Ps. 23:1; 37:3,4; 84:11; Prov. 3:9,10; 11:24,25;
Mt. 6:33; Rom. 8:32; 2" Cor. 9:8-11).

e. The criteria for God’s provision is not our selfish desires, or material wealth, but God the Father’s riches in glory in
Christ Jesus (Phil. 4:19b; Rom. 11:33; Col. 1:12,27; Eph. 1:18; 2:7; 3:8,16).

Glory, Greetings, and Grace

1. When the Father bestows His riches in glory (Phil. 3:19) it diminishes neither His riches nor His glory (Phil. 4:20 cf. v.17).
a. Glory & glorification studies involve a rich spectrum of Hebrew and Greek expressions.
1) 732 kabed #°" 15, & 713D kabowd #°"50, are the dominant Hebrew terms. The kbd root is well attested in every
Semitic language, conveying weight, heaviness, and importance. Ichabod is the OT mnemonic (1% Sam. 4:21).
2) 86Ea doxa #1916 & S0EGLw doxazd #17%%, are semantically and conceptually linked to thinking
(Sokéw doked #*¥;,) and good pleasure (eUdokéw eudoked #'%,y,, evdokia eudokia #'7s,).
3) An excellent study in glorification was taught at Austin Bible Church in the First Corinthians series (chapter six),
Bodily Glorification.
b. God the Father’s good pleasure to glorify God the Son ultimately glorifies Himself (Phil. 4:20 cf. 2:9-11; Rom. 11:36).
1) God the Father’s subjection of all things under Christ clearly does not include the Father Himself (1% Cor. 15:27).
2) God the Father’s subjection of all things under Christ also establishes Jesus Christ as head over all things to the
Church in the Church’s role as the body and fullness (Eph. 1:20-23 cf. v.10).
3) Jesus Christ is provided a Bride to join Him in eternally glorifying God the Father (Eph. 3:19-21).
c. “Forever and ever Amen” €ig Toug aidvag TOV aiwvwv, dpnv to the ages of the ages faithfully be so. aicv aion #1°5
age, forever, world. LXX usages common for 023w ‘olam #7% 5, (1% Chr. 16:36).
1)  €ig ToUg aidvag TOV alwvmv eis tous aidnas ton aiondn is the fullest expression (Gal. 1:5; Phil. 4:20; 1% Tim. 1:17;
2" Tim. 4:18; Heb. 13:21; 1% Pet. 4:11 & 12x in Rev.: 1:6,18; 4:9,10; 5:13; 7:12; 10:6; 11:15; 15:7; 19:3; 20:10; 22:5).
2) Other eternity expressions: ei¢ ToUg aidvag, dpnv eis tous aidnas, amén (Rom. 11:36; 16:27),
€1¢ TTAOOG TAG YEVEAS TOU Al®VOS TGV Al®V@V eis pasas tas geneas tou aidnos ton aionén (Eph. 3:21),
& T Kai kpditog aicviov, dpfv ha(i) time kai kratos aidnion, amén (1% Tim. 6:16),
kal viv kal eig fpépav ai®vog kai nun kai eis hémeran aiénos (2™ Pet. 3:18),
TIPO TIAVTOG TOU AldVOS Kati VUV KOl Ei¢ TIAVTOG TOUS aidvag, Apnv
pro pantos tou aidnos kai nun kai eis pantas tous aidnas, amén (Jd. 25).
3) Amen &urv amén ' comes from the Hebrew 1% "amén ** and affirms the faithful reality of God’s statements.
“Faithfully be so” or “truly” or “so be it” (cf. 2™ Cor. 1:20).
2. Greetings are expressions of honor, affection, and genuine interest of well-being (Phil. 4:21,22). &omdlopat aspazomai
#7825 to engage in hospitable recognition of another (w. varying degrees of intimacy), greet, welcome.
a. The LXX uses domdCopat aspazomai to translate asking each other of their welfare (Ex. 18:7; Jdg. 18:15).
b. Greetings may only be extended sporadically, but intercessory prayer is a continuous blessing (Col. 4:12).
c.  Greetings vary based upon degrees of intimacy. Fellow saints are always worthy of greeting in the Lord (1% Cor. 16:19).
d
e

Good EDNT article.
Caesar’s household. ot ¢k tfi¢ Kaioapog oikiag hoi ek tés Kaisaros oikias.
According to the prevailing usage, this expression refers not to the members of the Emperor’s family or relations but to

the great number of slaves and freedmen from whose ranks the imperial civil service was staffed.’

3 O’Brien, P.T., 1991. The Epistle to the Philippians: a commentary on the Greek text, Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans.
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3. Grace and peace open all of Paul’s epistles (Rom. 1:7; 1% Cor. 1:3; 2™ Cor. 1:2; Gal. 1:3; Eph. 1:2; Phil. 1:2; Col. 1:2;

15t Thess. 1:1; 2™ Thess. 1:2; 1 Tim. 1:2; 2" Tim. 1:2; Tit. 1:4; Philem. 3). Grace closes them all (Rom. 16:20; 1% Cor. 16:23;

2" Cor. 13:14; Gal. 6:18; Eph. 6:24; Phil. 4:23; Col. 4:18; 1 Thess. 5:28; 2" Thess. 3:18; 1% Tim. 6:21; 2™ Tim. 4:22; Tit. 3:15;

Philem. 25).

a. Salutations and benedictions include wish-prayers for God to manifest grace among the stated recipients.

b. A “collective spirit” is stated without explicit explanation in Gal. 6:18, Phil. 4:23, and Philem. 25. A “personal spirit” is
also stated in 2™ Tim. 4:22.

c. Significant reference to a “collective spirit” was made earlier in this epistle (Phil. 1:27) and elsewhere in the NT
(2™ Cor. 12:18; Eph. 4:3).

d. The “collective spirit” of a local church is conveyed to other local churches and believers everywhere in the reputation
that lampstand has (good or bad) (Rom. 1:8; 16:19; 1% Cor. 5:1,2; Col. 1:3-8; 1! Thess. 1:8-10; 2:14; 2" Thess. 1:3,4).
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Calls to the Ministry

I. Introduction

A. Believers enter the ministry for right reasons and wrong reasons (Phil. 1:14-17).

1.
2.
3.

They are persuaded by Christ.
They are emboldened by Christ.

They retain their own motivations.

B. Unbelievers enter the ministry always for wrong reasons (Mt. 7:15-23).

C. In the trinity of gifts, ministries, and effects it is the Lord Jesus Christ who leads us in our ministry pursuits
(1% Cor. 12:4-6).
II. Development & Applications

A. Principles of Ministry Calling.

1.

ook

We don’t call ourselves (Heb. 5:4,5) even as we don’t prepare our own works beforehand (Eph. 2:10) or set our own
race before ourselves (Heb. 12:1).

Ministry callings may entail a departure from temporal work (Matt. 4:21; Mk. 1:20), or require a bi-vocational
testing (Acts 18:3,5).

Ministry callings may entail a geographic relocation (Acts 13:2; 16:10).

Human qualifications are largely irrelevant to our ministry callings (1 Cor. 1:26-31).

Ministries are assigned based upon faithfulness (1% Tim. 1:12).

B. Illustrations of Ministry Calling.

[N

Moses illustrates prideful premature non-calling (Ex. 2:11-15; Acts 7:22-29) and then reluctant resistant calling
(Ex. 3:11; 4:10; 6:12).

Joshua (Ex. 33:11; Num. 11:28) & Timothy (1% Cor. 4:17; Phil. 2:22) illustrate the blessings of preparing in one’s
youth to carry the ministry into the next generation.

David illustrates how a divergent background can be marvelous ministry preparation (2" Sam. 7:8; Ps. 78:70-72).
Jesus illustrates a premature non-calling but humble subjection until the true calling is revealed (Lk. 2:41-52).
The Apostles present numerous varied illustrations including fishermen (Mt. 4:18-22), a tax collector (Mt. 9:9-13),
and a bounty hunter (Acts 9:1-19; Gal. 1:11-17).

C. Dangers & Warnings of Ministry Calling.

1.

No e DN

Discrediting the ministry (2" Cor. 6:3).

Placing self-interest over the interests of Christ Jesus (Phil. 2:21).

Entering ministry hastily (1 Tim. 5:22).

Regrets and thoughts of returning (Lk. 9:57-62).

Hypocritical disqualification (1% Cor. 9:25-27).

Loving this present age (2" Tim. 4:10).

Not finishing the course (Acts 20:24; 1% Tim. 1:18; 6:12; 2" Tim. 2:3-5; 4:7).

III. Summary & Conclusion
A. The gifts and calling of God are irrevocable (Rom. 11:29). We may fail and be disqualified for a season (1% Tim. 1:1-13),
restoration of such a one is always the objective (2" Cor. 2:6-11; Gal. 6:1; Jas. 5:19,20) and reaching forward is always
expected (Phil. 3:12-14).
B. While the field of service is earthly, the calling is heavenly (Phil. 3:14; Heb. 3:1), the focus is heavenly (Col. 3:1,2), the
reward is heavenly (Mt. 5:12; 6:1; 1% Pet. 5:4).
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The Prize

I. Introduction

A. TIpress on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus (Phil. 3:14).

1.

2.

The upward call of God in Christ Jesus is descriptive of the Dispensation of the Church—the heavenly citizenship
in Christ.

The finish line for the Dispensation of the Church is the Rapture (Phil. 3:11,14,21). This can be thought of as
The Prize (singular) with multiplied prizes to follow the Judgment Seat of Christ.

B. Every race has one winner (1% Cor. 9:24), yet every believer runs a personal race (Acts 13:36; Eph. 2:10; Heb. 12:1,2).

C. The Judgment Seat of Christ is the postmortem life-course evaluation for the Church, where eternal reward and loss are
manifest through fire (1% Cor. 3:5-15).

II. Development & Applications: Eternal Rewards for Different Dispensations

A. Angelic Dispensation.

1.
2.
3.

Stand in the presence of God (Lk. 1:19).
Serving the heirs (Heb. 1:14).
Judged by the Bride of Christ (1% Cor. 6:3).

B. Gentile Dispensation.

1.
2.

Heb. 11 addresses Gentiles from Abel to Noah, briefly referencing faith rewards (Heb. 11:1-7).
Job specifically referenced a resurrection reward (Job 14:14-17; 19:23-27).

C. Jewish Dispensation.

1.

A

Abraham was looking for the city which has foundations (Heb. 11:10).

Moses was looking to the reward (Heb. 11:24-26).

David wrote several psalms looking to the reward (Ps. 5:7; 17:15; 23:6).

Daniel was promised an allotted portion at the end of the age (Dan. 12:13).

Jesus delivered many Kingdom of Heaven messages featuring mostly Jewish, some Gentile, and possibly even
apostolic Church rewards (Mt. 8:11-12; 19:28-30; Lk. 19:11-27).

D. Church Dispensation.

1.

2.

The Body and Bride of Jesus Christ positionally, experientially, collectively/corporately sufters with Jesus Christ
and is destined to reign with Him (Rom. 8:16-18; 2" Tim. 2:11-13).

Jesus is the overcomer (Jn. 16:33; Rev. 5:5) and we are overcomers by faith in Him (1% Jn. 5:4,5). The overcomer
rewards are given to the Body and Bride of Jesus Christ (Rev. 2:7,11,17,26; 3:5,12,21).

Various crowns are referenced in the NT in connection with the Church in glory.

a. Incorruptible crown (1% Cor. 9:25).

b. Crown of Exultation (1% Thess. 2:19).

c. Crown of Righteousness (2" Tim. 4:8).

d. Crown of Life (Jas. 1:12; Rev. 2:10).

e. Crown of Glory (1% Pet. 5:4).

III. Summary & Conclusion—Do not confuse inheritance with reward!
A. Inheritance is fixed and undiminished (1% Pet. 1:4).
B. Reward is conditioned on faithfulness, magnified or diminished accordingly (Mt. 13:12; 25:29; Rev. 3:11).

1.
2.

Personal rewards are conditioned on the faithfulness of each Christian operating by grace.

Positional rewards are conditioned on the faithfulness of Christ, which makes them guaranteed and undiminished
in a way that resembles inheritance.

For the Church, this judgment is the Judgment Seat of Christ (1% Cor. 3:5-15). Other stewardships appear before
other judgments (Rev. 20:4,11).
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